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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	The choice of the topic is correctly justified, from the point of view of both its micro and macroeconomic importance, as well as from the perspective of the extant studies on the area. 
The aim and tasks of the thesis are accurately defined. 

This is a topic that has been researched before, but the thesis introduces some elements of relative novelty, such as the use of a sample of firms from an emerging market, and the consideration of different types of innovation. 
The thesis topic, aim and objectives are, in general, correctly aligned. 


	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The logic of the research is, in general, rather appropriately set out. 

The scope of the thesis has to be acknowledged in general as very ambitious. 

This particularly if we take into consideration the amount of data available and the fact that the study is based on a cross-sectional sample. However, it is a first step regarding the establishment of relationships between the studied constructs, which may be positive to set up the basis for future research. 

The theoretical and empirical parts are in general aligned. Although the data available does not enable to establish cause-effect relationships, it does allow testing the existence of a link between the different variables. 

 

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	The objectives set up in the thesis are adequately covered in the manuscript, considering the limitations of a master thesis and those posed by the data available. In this sense, it is also worth of appraisal the fact that the student has collected herself primary data through questionnaires, though it must also be acknowledged that in order to conduct a study up to the established research questions, more data of longitudinal type would have been convenient, though this would probably go beyond the scope and expectations of a master thesis.  

The research problem is correctly formulated and conveyed. The work cites the main papers in the field, and applies appropriate argumentations. The methodology used is not very innovative in itself, although it may be considered appropriate.   

The manuscript includes some language mistakes and format improprieties, though they do not hamper following-up the explanations and logic of the text. 



	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	The quality of selection of research tools and methods is appropriate. The topic requires information only available in the firms, and the best method to obtain this information is through a questionnaire which has been previously tested. The student has also obtained some data from official sources, which may complement that coming from the companies. 

Regarding the list of references, it includes many of the relevant previous studies. This said, it must be reminded that the relationships between internationalization and innovation is a very wide topic, so citing all the papers, or even most of them, would have been virtually impossible. 
Finally, in the reference section there are some mistakes in the format and the information included regarding the different papers, though it only affects some of the references.  


	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	From the reading of the manuscript we may infer that to some extend it involved some independent scientific thinking in solving the set objectives. 

The student contributed substantially to select and justify the research quantitative model. 
She actually selected and developed the methodology to be applied in order to reach the established objectives. 

The hypotheses are sufficiently developed, though they could have been more thoroughly explained and justified. We could say again that the thesis has set out very ambitious objectives, such as introducing industry analysis, consequently making it difficult to achieve them all completely. However, it does provide appropriate insights into the topic.  

The manuscript includes managerial implications and limitations. 


	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The topic is of great strategic importance for managerial practice. Innovation and internationalization are key activities for the development of firms, and studying their links provides ground for potentially interesting conclusions. This is a field that has generated growing attention from both scholars and practitioners, given the increasing importance of these activities. Firm internationalization is developing worldwide in the context of the globalized world, and innovation is a common receipt for economic growth. 
The manuscript also includes applied recommendations, though they could have been more developed and comprehensive. 

The empirical applied results are justified and interpreted, though the limitations stemming from the data and information limitation should probably have been more clearly acknowledged. 



	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	The layout fulfils in general the requirements of master thesis, including the use of tables, figures and references. 


	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism. 

	The paper does not appear to contain elements of plagiarism. 


The Master thesis of Irina Kozhemiakina meets for master thesis of Master in Management program thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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