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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.
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	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.
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	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results. 
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	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defense, correct layout of tables, figures, references.
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Each item above is evaluated on the following scale, as applicable: 5 = excellent, 4 = good, 3 = satisfactory, 2 = poor
.
Additional comments: 

One of the most significant trends in the IT industry nowadays is the emerging of Cloud Computing technologies. Under the research focus is relatively new delivery model for enterprise software offerings - Software as a Service (SaaS). Internet delivery as one of the major characteristics related to SaaS systems has destroyed country borders for international SaaS offerings. In spite of wide adoption of SaaS in Europe on the Russian market the level of adoption remains to be low. The paper aims to reveal factors influencing the decision of Russian companies to either adopt or reject an innovation. 

The structure of the work comprises: introduction (13 pages), 3 chapters that give the overview of innovation adoption studies, adoption characteristics and factors influencing innovation adoption (4 pages each in average), fifth chapter describes cloud computing notion (4 pages), sixth chapter name benefits and risks of cloud computing (3 pages), seventh chapter gives definition of SaaS and names related studies on SaaS adoption (2 pages), in the eighth chapter is mentioned recent trend in enterprise software development when ERP implementation is conducted in public clouds (1 page), ninth chapter reports key results of seminar on cloud computing held by Institute of Contemporary Studies in conjunction with the Institute of the Information Society in June 2010, tenth chapter lists adoption characteristics of SaaS (3 pages), eleventh chapter is about data collection and research methodology (3 pages), twelfth chapter describe respondents positions and companies SaaS implementation states (3 pages), thirteenth chapter comprises data analysis via statistical models(6 pages), paper ends up with conclusions (3 pages) and references (5 pages).

Author has managed to gather primary data (46 respondents) and conduct research for Korus Konsulting with practical results appreciated by the company. The qualitative part suffers from slipshod style of working with statistical instruments and partial presentation of the evidence on hypothesis validation. One of the main weaknesses is related to thesis design: 57 pages of thesis text (without references) is divided into 14 many chapters 1-10 pages each with poor linkage between.  

The logics of the thesis should be improved as there are multiplications in the narration (for example on pages 11 and 26 is given definition of the same notion). Theoretical framework on Figure 1 (page 11) is not obviously related to following 30 pages of text about innovation adoption and cloud computing. The empirical part of the thesis takes only 19% of the overall thesis body (pp. 45-57). Author missed discussions on the selection of statistics analysis software on p.49, rather  than about the number and purpose of four models reported on p.52. On p.54 there is no numerical evidence about decisions on confirmation or rejection of hypothesis. On the title page is missing the name of second scientific advisor.  

Master thesis of Dmitry Orlov meets requirements of MITIM program, and deserves a “good” grade, thus the author can be given the desired degree.
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