
SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR’S REFERENCE
	Program:
	Master in International Technology and Innovation Management

	Student:
	Igor Zibarev

	Title of thesis:
	Supplier Relationship Management on the Russian IT Market: A Hardware Distributor’s Perspective


	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	The topic is interesting and worthwhile. It is clearly identified and justified (p.2-3). The originality of the general topic of supplier relationship management) is acceptable. However, the concept of applying the general theme to the specific company represents a contribution. The aims and goals stated in the Introduction were accomplished in the thesis.

	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The theoretical component of the thesis is well written and organized. The thesis is organized into four main sections. The Introduction is consistent with the remainder of the paper. Next, the first theory section describes two major and widely-discussed theories: Transaction cost economics and the resource-based view of the firm.  This is followed by an in depth analysis of supplier relationship management that utilizes the theories in the prior section. The empirical component is well integrated into the prior sections.                                                             

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	The analytic approach utilized is entirely appropriate and is consistent with the aims and goals of the research. The recent literature list and the related content indicate that the latest thought in supplier relationship management was utilized.

	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	The quality of the data and the process utilized to collect the date are more than acceptable. The description of the processes underlying the data collection is acceptable. The method and tools and the description of such are sound.

	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	The student demonstrated a more than acceptable talent for independent scientific thought. This is especially apparent in the Empirical section (Part 4).

	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The practical nature of the research is superior. The application of the selected theory to the real world supplier relationship management problems faced by the target company, a Russian company, clearly demonstrates a fit between the content of the thesis and the stated aim generating a thesis that is either international or Russian.

	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	The structure of the thesis is well thought and organized. The use of headings and subheadings is appropriate and is consistent with the Table of contents. The Tables and Figures are well designed and properly accounted for in their respective Lists. The reference list is appropriate and is well-used through the thesis.


The Master thesis of Igor Zibarev meets for master thesis of Master in International Technology and Innovation Management program thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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