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Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives 

of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; 

originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and 

objectives. 

5    

Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of 

thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts. 
 4   

Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research 

objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability 

to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives. 
5    

Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; 

data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and 

relevance of the list of references. 
5    

Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set 

problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model 

(conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives. 
5    

Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to 

the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and 

interpretation of the empirical/applied results.  
5    

Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis 

preparation and defense, correct layout of tables, figures, references. 
5    

Each item above is evaluated on the following scale, as applicable: 5 = the thesis meets all the 

requirements, 4 = the thesis meets almost all the requirements, 3 = a lot of the requirements are not met in 

the thesis, 2 = the thesis does not meet the requirements. 

 

Additional comments:  
 

Master thesis is devoted to internationalization strategies of Chinese national oil companies. 

The goal of the paper is to identify the internationalization strategies of Chinese national oil 

companies (NOCs), and to detect the main factors that determine these strategies. The author has 

managed to collect and analyze a body of data large enough to generalize about the complicated process 

of internationalization that involves the companies, the government and many other stakeholders. Despite 

of problem’s complexity, the analytical process is presented in such a way the reader is able to track the 

author’s train of thought in a very comprehensive and detailed manner.  

However, the research framework, though impressive, requires a higher degree of precision when 

it comes to proceeding from facts to generalizations. This weakness is compensated by the table in the 

Appendix that presents the gist of each case, but does not entirely free the reader from interconnecting the 

facts with conclusions by himself. This may be attributed to the little experience the author has in 

operating with academic papers that pay a great deal of attention to the transparency of research.  

Another issue that has been identified is the layout of the cases. The author claims to present the 

cases uniformly and describes the structure step-by-step in the section titled ‘How to read the cases’. 

Nonetheless, the second case includes an entry named ‘Important considerations’, which is absent in the 

aforesaid section. 

Nevertheless, since the issues, mentioned above, do not strip away the overall validity and 

importance of the research, these drawbacks can be neglected. The work sheds light into the ‘black box’ 

of strategic management of Chinese NOCs and may be useful for NOCs and international oil companies 

in other countries. 

 



 

Master thesis of Innokenty Lebedev meets the requirements of the Master in Management 

program, and according to the reviewer’s opinion deserves an “excellent (B)” grade, thus the author can 

be given the desired degree. 
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