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Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives 
of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; 
originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and 
objectives. 

5 4 3 2 

Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of 
thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts. 5 4 3 2 

Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research 
objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; 
ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set 
objectives. 

5 4 3 2 

Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; 
data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and 
relevance of the list of references. 

5 4 3 2 

Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set 
problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model 
(conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives. 

5 4 3 2 

Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to 
the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and 
interpretation of the empirical/applied results.  

5 4 3 2 

Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis 
preparation and defense, correct layout of tables, figures, references. 5 4 3 2 

 
Each item above is evaluated on the following scale, as applicable: 5 = the thesis meets all the requirements, 4 = the thesis 
meets almost all the requirements, 3 = a lot of the requirements are not met in the thesis, 2 = the thesis does not meet the 
requirements. 
 
 
Additional comments:  
 
This master thesis examines the forms and directions of government involvement in Russian 
multinational enterprises’ (MNEs’) internationalization. While the research idea behind the master thesis 
is not new in the area of emerging market studies, it is considerably less explored in the context of Russia 
and Russian government. This, in itself, is puzzling, bearing in mind the strong presence of the 
phenomenon in the context of Russia. In other words, the theme and the aim of the thesis are both relevant 
and timely. 
 
The thesis commences with an introduction part, followed by the theory, methodology, analysis and 
findings and finally discussion and summary. The chosen research design is centered around the 
formulation of five hypotheses that are tested by using regression analysis. Many of the sections are well 
written and there is a good connection and flow between the various parts of the thesis.  
 
I found some of the findings to be intriguing, Showing that the presence of politicians among board 
members and their personal connections positively influence Russian MNEs’ internationalization is 
certainly interesting. Although these findings are not as obvious as could be predicted (we never know 
what will be the real chances of government backed firms to internationalize, especially today, in the light 



 

of current economic sanctions), this is discussed in more details in the thesis, which makes the reading 
interesting. 
 
There are clear theoretical and managerial implications that follow from this study, with policy makers 
certainly constituting another important potential targeted audience. 
 
One of the weaknesses of the thesis is the lack of clarity in terms of how the role of the government as 
such is different from or similar to political connectedness. This leads to some terminology ambiguity. 
Clarity of constructs would have been desirable in order to establish more clearly the relationships 
between the studied constructs. (For instance, state owned firms might be less politically connected than 
certain private owned firms.) Such nuances could have been taken up in the discussion part of the thesis 
which could be stronger in explaining and interpreting the results from the statistical analysis. In the 
discussion chapter the findings could have been confronted with some of the key issues pit forward as a 
result of the literature review and this could have led to some really good observations and arguments. 
 
My overall conclusion is that the master thesis by Maria Gladysheva meets the requirements of the MIM 
program, and my recommendation is a “good (B)” grade. 
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