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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	The aim and tasks of the thesis are well-known to those who are skilled in the Art of International Logistics. Due to the fact that a risk is measured in the two-dimension space – probability and magnitude –the author has applied such methodological approach that permits to define at first the subject of international logistics because the such approach permits to narrow the space of study and take into account the condensed set of risks arisen when a complex logistics flow passes through national border.

So, three objectives of the study under consideration are well-focused on the general goal – to describe analytically all stages of risk management in the field of international logistics.


	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The logic of research is rather clear: having defined the subject of international logistics the author defines main concepts concerning risks of international logistics. This structural decision is intended to prepare a theoretical base for the empirical research about subjective managerial perceptions of risks in international logistics. 
                                                             

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	The thesis structure and content permit to estimate author’s ability to formulate and convey the research problem as suitable to get to the said goal through the objectives to be resolved. Marketing approach seems to be an adequate for clarifying theoretical concepts and proving the author’s suggestions. However, the text of thesis looks as a fragmented one in many points. 


	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	The procedure of the research data gathering and description is mainly based on secondary data and literature review presented (about 70 reasonably selected items). However, the empirical part of this thesis is not so representative as it should be. As a result, theoretical considerations are as a whole not so well-supported as it expected to be.


	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	The author has an understanding of main theoretical findings concerning international logistics and risk management. Then, the author has demonstrated his developing right methodological approaches to resolving the objectives traced in Introduction. Unfortunately, not all results could be characterized as his independent scientific thinking. 


	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	From a view of practical use the very main interest of this thesis could be found in the author’s intentions described in the second half oа third chapter. But the lack of detailed description of the samplings devaluates in sufficient degree the author’s concepts concerning the essence of risk management tools in international logistics as it is explicitly stated in the title of the thesis reviewed. 


	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	The thesis’s layout fulfils basically the requirements of the GSOM Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence.



The Master thesis of D. Antonov meets as a whole GSOM requirements for master thesis of Master in International Business Program (concentration — Supply Chain and Logistics) thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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