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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic.

	The objective of Daria Morozova master thesis was practically oriented – to study the key factors  that affect knowledge management integration in small IT-companies. The topic of the thesis is interesting and relevant for many small companies. But defining  of aims and tasks of the master thesis is rather vague.

	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The work consists of 3 chapters. They are logically connected.  The thesis provides a broad analysis of the relevant literature, but the research methodology has gained less attention.  

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. 


	The thesis deals with the problems of knowledge management, creativity and communications in the It-companies. Both theoretical and practical outputs of the research are valuable nowadays. Proposed findings and approach can be applicable to many sectors. 

	Quality of data gathering and description..

	Daria had investigated 30 startups. Twenty-nine of those operate in Russia, and 1 operates in the Dutch and Belgian markets. She also corresponded to Dr. Eleonora Shkolnik, director of the Ariel Venture Academy, Field Center for Entrepreneurship, Israel, in order to establish joint comparative research of IT-enterprises originating from Russia and Israel. But in general the problem needs more thorough investigation.

	Scientific aspect of the thesis. 


	The study has found that there is a relation between knowledge management, creativity and communication practices in IT-SMEs, which is consistent with the previous research. The study also has shown that knowledge management practices in most organizations, along with explicit creativity management practices, can be improved.

	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The author has developed some practical managerial recommendations based on presented study. Her recommendations are a bit trivial but may help the practitioners. 

	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.


	The quality of the layout is sufficient. Language of the thesis is good.


	


Working towards master degree Daria proved to be an independent and smart student, respecting all the deadlines. She had done a huge amount of empirical research and reached many respondents.  But the problem she studied is too broad. Reliability and validity issues related to the study should have been discussed deeply.
In general the Master thesis of Daria Morozova meets all the requirements for master thesis of MITIM program, thus the author of the thesis can be given the required degree.
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