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[bookmark: _Toc168005211]Introduction
In the contemporary mosaic of global diplomacy, the concept of soft power has never been more pertinent. The relevance of this topic is underscored by the strategic geographical and cultural positioning of the Turkic states, which vast from Europe to Asia. Their unique position facilitates not only economic but also cultural and political interactions on the Eurasian region. In exploring TURKPA's soft power initiatives, this study taps into the broader discourse on regional cooperation mechanisms and their roles in global diplomacy. It investigates how cultural diplomacy, educational exchanges, and legislative collaborations under the organization of TURKPA enhance mutual understanding and foster partnerships among member states and beyond.
Moreover, as the world faces with complex challenges that transcend national borders – from climate change to global pandemics – the importance of collaborative soft power approaches in fostering international cooperation becomes increasingly apparent. Thus, this paper does not merely examine a regional entity's initiatives in diplomacy but also contributes to the essential understanding of how soft power shapes international alliances and policies in the 21st century.
In essence, the soft power diplomacy of TURKPA offers a unique lens through which to view the evolution of international relations in a multipolar world. This exploration is to perceive the aspects of diplomacy in the modern era, where influence is appeared not just through might and economic leverage but through culture, ideals, and legislative diplomacy.
While the influence of major global powers has been thoroughly explored, the role of regional organizations like TURKPA in exercising soft power is less documented. This study is pioneering in its analysis of how TURKPA employs cultural diplomacy, educational initiatives, and collaborative legislative efforts to exert its influence. By focusing on TURKPA, this research addresses a gap in existing literature, revealing new insights into how a regional entity leverages soft power within its unique geopolitical context. The findings enhance our understanding of the strategic application of soft power by regional assemblies, thereby reshaping the discourse on both global and regional diplomatic interactions.
The object of this paper is the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States. The subject of this paper is TURKPA's soft power diplomacy from the perspective of its initiatives and influence on international relations in Eurasia.
Information provided before determines the goal of this paper  to reveal the state of soft power diplomacy of TURKPA. Goal requires the following tasks to be completed in order to be reached:
1. To investigate the history of TURKPA formation and current state;
1.1 To examine the international status of TURKPA;
1.2 To make an overview of member states;
1.3 To study TURKPA's activities;
1.4 To Assess the role in the Asian region and global political arena;
2.  Explore TURKPA's soft power tools and implementation;
2.2 To examine current soft power tools;
2.3 To explore potential future tools;
2.4 To assess the strategic use of soft power in the context of the TURKPA plenary sessions and the turkic council
2.5 To review how turkpa implements soft power in diplomacy;
3.To explore TURKPA’s initiatives and their influence on international relations
3.1 To explore Observer Status of TURKPA in International Organizations and its International Cooperation from the Perspective of Soft Power
4. Concluding with SWOT analysis
5. To summarize the key findings and conclusions of current state of soft power diplomacy of TURKPA.
A wide range of available sources and literature on the subject of TURKPA allows for the fulfilment of the set tasks. For the preparation of this paper, sources and literature written by the authors of the study region, i.e. TURKPA member countries, were mainly used. Among them are:
1) Reports of meetings of officials: meeting of Ministers of Economy and Trade of the OTS and “Turkic World Business Forum”, meeting on Equivalence Processes In Higher Education In Turkpa Member Countries, Turkic States Organization agenda, Fifth Counter-Terrorism Coordination Meeting of Parliamentary Assemblies and Third Policy Dialogue,
2) Scientifical events: conference on “Study and Preservation of the Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Turkic World from the Perspective of UNESCO”, Online Seminar among Representatives of TURKPA Member Countries, Recommendatıon On Basıc Aspects And Prospects Of TURKPA’s Internatıonal Cooperatıon, International Symposium On Turkic Cooperation And Silk Road, UNRCCA Seminar
3) Official documents: Declaration of Parliamentary Assembly Of Turkic States, official statutes of the standing commissions of the turkpa (Commission on Economic Cooperation, Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs, Commission on Environment, Natural Resources and Health Protection, Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations), Turkic World Vision 2040  
4) News about initiatives: Turkic Investment Fund, Turkic Trading House, Combatting Cyber Crime, the Development of the Legal Framework and Cooperation Among Member Countries, FEZ "TURANSEZ", International scholarship “Bolashak”, meeting on “Digital Silk Way”,
5) Web-pages with cultural items description: Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi on unesco web-page, Exhibition of artists of TURKSOY member countries, Exhibition of the Turkic World, ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World, Turkic World Film Festival, Orkhon Valley Cultural Landscape, Presentation of the Culinary Culture of the Turkic World at the outskirts of Tian Shen Mountains, Saryarka – Steppe and Lakes of Northern Kazakhstan, Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain, Traditional Activities[footnoteRef:1] [1:  10th Summit. Sənədlər // Türk Mədəniyyəti və İrsi Fondu. URL: https://itchf.org/senedler?page=1
12th meeting of Ministers of Economy and Trade of the OTS and “Turkic World Business Forum” convened in Istanbul // Organization of Turkic States 2024. 15.09.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/12th-meeting-of-ministers-of-economy-and-trade-of-the-ots-and-turkic-world-business-forum-convened-in-istanbul_3032
7th Summit. Sənədlər // Türk Mədəniyyəti və İrsi Fondu. URL: https://itchf.org/senedler?page=1
Aktoty Raimkulova speaks at int'l conference on “Study and Preservation of the Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Turkic World from the Perspective of UNESCO” in Baku // Trend news agency. 15.03.2024. URL: https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/3875045.html
ANKARA DECLARATION. PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF TURKIC STATES. 28.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/plen%2012%20en.pdf
APPLICATIONS FOR THE ORKHUN PROCESS EXCHANGE PROGRAM ARE CONTINUING! // Organization of Turkic States. 16.06.2017. URL: https://turkicstates.org/en/haberler/applications-for-the-orkhun-process-exchange-program-are-continuing_1321
Azerbaijan proposes creating Turkic Investment Fund, Turkic Trading House // Report News Agency. 14.09.2023. URL: https://report.az/en/business/azerbaijan-proposes-creating-turkic-investment-fund-turkic-trading-house/
Combatting Cyber Crime, the Development of the Legal Framework and Cooperation Among Member Countries. COMMISSION ON LEGAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS VTH MEETING. 2016. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg%2005%20rec%20en.pdf
Commission on Economic Cooperation// TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/3-commission-on-economic-cooperation
Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs// TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/2-commission-on-education-culture-social-and-humanitarian-affairs
Commission on Environment, Natural Resources and Health Protection // TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/4-commission-on-environment-natural-resources-and-health-protection
Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations // TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/1-commission-on-legal-affairs-and-international-relations
Decision 37 COM 7B.64. Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi (Kazakhstan) (C 1103) // UNESCO. 2013. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/decisions/5076
Eighth Meeting of the TURKPA Commission on Environment, Natural Resources and Health Protection // TURKPA. 06.03.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/187-turkpa-sent-power-generators-of-different-capacities-as-aid-to-the-earthquake-affected-regions-in-turkiye
Exhibition of artists of TURKSOY member countries opened in Tashkent // ORIENT - INFORMATION AGENCY. 18.04.2023. URL: https://orient.tm/en/post/51468/exhibition-artists-turksoy-member-countries-opened-tashkent
Exhibition of the Turkic World. URL: https://indico.un.org/event/1010715/
FEZ "TURANSEZ" will be created in the Turkestan region // Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 11.11.2021. URL: https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/economy/press/news/details/283450?lang=en
ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World // ICTMD. URL: https://ictmusic.org/studygroup/turkic
INTEGRATION OF THE TRADE AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF THE TURKPA MEMBER COUNTRIES: THE FUTURE TRANSPORT CARCASS IN THE NEW REALITY. COMMISSION ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION. TURKPA. 20.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/eco%2010%20rep%20en.pdf
International scholarship “Bolashak”: order of participation. URL: https://egov.kz/cms/en/articles/obrazov_zarubew#:~:text=%E2%80%9CBolashak%E2%80%9D%20International%20Scholarship%20is%20a,degree%20or%20residency%20training%20while
Kazakistan’da, Türk Dünyası Ortak Alfabe Komisyonu’nun ilk toplantısı düzenlendi // TRT AVAZ. 29.05.2023.URL: https://www.trtavaz.com.tr/haber/tur/avrasyadan/kazakistan-da-turk-dunyasi-ortak-alfabe-komisyonu-nun-ilk-toplantisi-duzenlendi/6474a0dd01a30a30e4cfe7ff
Korkut Ata Turkic World Film Festival// Korkut Ata. URL: https://korkutatafilmfestivali.com/en/home/
May 19th, Youth and Sports Day dedicated to the Commemoration of Ataturk // TURSOY. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/2021-05-19-may-19th-youth-and-sports-day-dedicated-to-the-commemoration-of-ataturk
Online Seminar among Representatives of TURKPA Member Countries // KYRGYZ-TURKISH MANAS UNIVERSITY. 16.02.2024. URL: https://www.manas.edu.kg/en/news/4936
Order of TURKSOY awarded to the National Leader and President of the People's Council of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov // TURKSOY. 03.07.2023. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/medal-of-turksoy-awarded-to-the-national-leader-and-president-of-the-peoples-council-of-turkmenistan-gurbanguly-berdimuhamedov
Orkhon Valley Cultural Landscape // UNESCO World Heritage Convention. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1081/ 
OTS Joint Working Group held discussions on finalizing “TURAN” SEZ Concept // Organization of Turkic States 2024. 09.02.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/ots-joint-working-group-held-discussions-on-finalizing-turan-sez-concept_2801
OTS Secretariat organized meeting on “Digital Silk Way”- Trans Caspian Fiber Optic project  // Organization of Turkic States. 11.04.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/ots-secretariat-organized-meeting-on-digital-silk-way-trans-caspian-fiber-optic-project_2881
Presentation of the Culinary Culture of the Turkic World at the outskirts of Tian Shen Mountains // ICTMD. 07.06.2023. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/presentation-of-the-culinary-culture-of-the-turkic-world-at-the-outskirts-of-tian-shen-mountains
PROBLEMS OF EQUIVALENCE PROCESSES IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN TURKPA MEMBER COUNTRIES // Seventh Meeting. 01.03.2019. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg%2007%20rep%20en.pdf
PUIC (Observer)// TURKPA. 19.04.2012.URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1406-puicobserver 
RECOMMENDATION ON BASIC ASPECTS AND PROSPECTS OF TURKPA’s INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION // COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg-ir%2001%20rec%20en.pdf
Saryarka – Steppe and Lakes of Northern Kazakhstan // UNESCO. 2008. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1102/
Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain // UNESCO. 2009. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1230/
The Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States granted observer status to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic-speaking Countries (TURKPA)// TURKPA. 19.01.2011.URL: https://turkpa.org/az/news/1576-the-parliamentary-union-of-the-oic-member-states-granted-observer-status-to-the-parliamentary-assembly-of-the-turkic-speaking-countries-turkpa
TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES // TÜRKSOY. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/traditional-events
Turkic Council Modern Silk Road Joint Tour Package, Brochure // Organization of Turkic States. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/yayinlar/turkic-council-modern-silk-road-joint-tour-package-brochure_2
Turkic Investment Fund to Have Authorized Capital of $500 million // THE ASTANA TIMES. 30.03.2023. URL: https://astanatimes.com/2023/03/turkic-investment-fund-to-have-authorized-capital-of-500-million/
Turkic States Organization agenda: Focus on the Zengezur Corridor  // TURKPA. 25.04.2024. URL: https://www.turkiyenewspaper.com/world/22251
Turkic Week was held in Geneva // TURKPA. 22.04.2024. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1628-turkic-week-was-held-in-geneva
Turkic World Vision 2040  // Organization of Turkic States. 12.11.2021. URL: https://turkicstates.org/assets/pdf/haberler/turkic-world-vision-2040-2396-97.pdf
Türkiye hosted the 4th World Nomad Games // TURKPA. 28.09.2022. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/178-turkiye-hosted-the-4th-world-nomad-games
TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS. URL: https://www.turkiyeburslari.gov.tr/
TURKPA attended International Symposium on Turkic cooperation and Silk Road // TURKPA. 08.11.2022. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/232-turkpa-attended-international-symposium-on-turkic-cooperation-and-silk-road
TURKPA attended the Fifth Counter-Terrorism Coordination Meeting of Parliamentary Assemblies and Third Policy Dialogue// TURKPA. 08.05.2024.URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1638-turkpa-attended-the-fifth-counter-terrorism-coordination-meeting-of-parliamentary-assemblies-and-third-policy-dialogue
TURKPA participated in UNRCCA Seminar // TURKPA. 12.09.2018. URL: https://turkpa.org/kz/news/601-turkpa-participated-in-unrcca-seminar
TURKPA sent power generators of different capacities as aid to the earthquake affected regions in Türkiye // TURKPA. 08.02.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/187-turkpa-sent-power-generators-of-different-capacities-as-aid-to-the-earthquake-affected-regions-in-turkiye
Twelfth Plenary Session of TURKPA // TURKPA. 28.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/session/136-twelfth-plenary-session-of-turkpa
] 

Speaking about the literature used in the paper, it seems possible to describe it by thematic chapters of the work and certain aspects of the specifics of the topic
The first of these thematic groups can be described as dealing with the preservation of the cultural heritage of Turkic countries, its development, increasing tendencies towards integration of TURKPA member countries on the basis of common traditions and language. This group of literature is represented by books and articles with the following themes: State Service for Protection, Development and Restoration of Cultural Heritage, Kazakhstan’s Language Reforms, Internationalization of Education: From Bologna Process to Orhun Exchange Programme, Cultural Dıplomacy As A Foreıgn Polıcy Tool Of Turkey: The Case Of Turksoy, Xv. Dünya Dili Türkçe Sempozyumu Bildiri Kitabı.
The second group of literature in this paper is devoted to economic integration. it includes works by: Trade And Investment Relations Among The Turkic Council Member States, Turkıc States Economy.
The third group of literature represents the highest significance of this work. It describes the concept of soft power, its use cases in the context of TURKPA activities and allows achieving the main objectives of this paper: Parliamentary Assembly Of Turkic-Speaking Countries (Turkpa): Beyond Parliamentary Diplomacy, Turkish Foreign Policy Towards Central Asia: An Unfolding Of Regionalism And Soft Power,  Nye J. Soft Power, Zengezur Koridoru'na Uzanan Kara Ve Demir Yollarının İnşaatı Aralıksız Sürüyor, Organization Of Turkic States: Politics, Economics, Cultural Collaborations, The Political Vision Of The Organization Of Turkic States: An Analysis Of The Turkic World Vision 2040.
The fourth group of literature describes the formation and establishment of the TURKPA entity and integration trends in Central Asian countries Türkpa’ya Üye Olma Kararı Aldı, Türk Dili Konuşan Ülkeler Entegrasyonu: Tarihsel Geçmişi Ve Kurumsallaşması, Evaluating Relationship Between Foreign Direct Investment And Economic Growth: Turkey Example, Türk Dövlətlərinin İlk Parlament Təşkilatı-Türkpa, Azerbaijan And The Rise Of Turkic Unity: The Journey Of The Organization Of Turkic States, Turkic Council. 10th Anniversary Of The Nakhchivan Agreement.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  A book of stone: Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape// Azerbaijan. State Service for Protection, Development and Restoration of Cultural Heritage. 2019. URL: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000368411 
Abdülkerimov B. Özbekistan TÜRKPA’ya üye olma kararı aldı. 22.06.2021. URL:  https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/ozbekistan-turkpa-ya-uye-olma-karari-aldi/2281526
AMİRBEK A. ANUARBEKULY A. MAKHANOV K. TÜRK DİLİ KONUŞAN ÜLKELER ENTEGRASYONU: TARİHSEL GEÇMİŞİ VE KURUMSALLAŞMASI // Integration of Turkic-Speaking Countries: Historical Background and Institutionalization.  15.11.2017. 164-204 p. 
Ayaydın H. Evaluating Relationship Between Foreign Direct Investment And Economic Growth: Turkey Example. 9 p.
Balcı S., Dündar H., Gürbüz Y. Internationalization of Education: From Bologna Process to Orhun Exchange Programme // International Journal of Psychology and Educational Studies, 2020, 7 (1), 170-181 p.
DURDULAR E.  Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic-Speaking Countries (TurkPA):
Beyond Parliamentary Diplomacy// PERCEPTIONS, Spring 2017, Volume XXII, Number 1, 115-142 P.
Gasimli V. TURKIC STATES ECONOMY. № 4963. 1st Edition, September 2023. 438 p.
EZER S. CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AS A FOREIGN POLICY TOOL OF TURKEY: THE CASE OF TURKSOY. DECEMBER 2019. 111 p.
EREN Ö. AN INSTITUTIONAL APPROACH TO TURKEY’S RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES. 2013. 106 p. 
Kahveci H., Bonnenfant I. K.  Turkish Foreign Policy Towards Central Asia: An Unfolding of Regionalism and Soft Power// All Azimuth A Journal of Foreign Policy and Peace. 2023. 195-219 P.
Kussainova M. Kazakistan’ın Latin harflerine uyarlanan yeni alfabesi tanıtıldı. 28.01.2021. URL: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/kazakistan-in-latin-harflerine-uyarlanan-yeni-alfabesi-tanitildi/2126333#:~:text=Kazakistan%20Ulusal%20Alfabe%20Komisyonu%2C%202023,uyarlanan%20yeni%20Kazak%20alfabesini%20tan%C4%B1tt%C4%B1.
KÜÇÜKER P., UÇAR I. XV. DÜNYA DİLİ TÜRKÇE SEMPOZYUMU BİLDİRİ KİTABI. 29.12.2023. 1460 p. 
Məmmədov Z. Türk dövlətlərinin ilk parlament təşkilatı-TÜRKPA. 183 p. 
Nye J. Soft Power // Foreign Policy, No. 80, Twentieth Anniversary. Autumn, 1990. 153-171 p.
Rehimov R. Zengezur Koridoru'na uzanan kara ve demir yollarının inşaatı aralıksız sürüyor. 09.01.2024. URL: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/zengezur-koridoruna-uzanan-kara-ve-demir-yollarinin-insaati-araliksiz-suruyor/3103794
Schulz D. Writing a New Future: Kazakhstan’s Language Reforms. 24.09.2021. URL: https://caspianpolicy.org/research/security-and-politics-program-spp/writing-a-new-future-kazakhstans-language-reforms-13235
SATUBALDINA A. Kazakhstan Presents New Latin Alphabet, Plans Gradual Transition Through 2031 // KAZAKHSTAN’S INDEPENDENCE: 30 YEARS, NATION. 01.02.2021. URL:https://astanatimes.com/2021/02/kazakhstan-presents-new-latin-alphabet-plans-gradual-transition-through-2031/
SHAFIYEV F. Azerbaijan and the Rise of Turkic Unity: The Journey of the Organization of Turkic States // Center of Analysis of International Relations, Azerbaijan. Vol. 25. No. 4. 2023. 3-23 p.
TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONS AMONG THE TURKIC COUNCIL MEMBER STATES  // the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States and the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC). 2021. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/assets/pdf/yayinlar/turk-konseyi-uye-devletleri-arasindaki-ticaret-ve-yatirim-iliskileri-raporu-ekonomik-iliskilerin-derinlestirilmesine-yonelik-son-egilimler-ve-beklenti-14-tr.pdf
TURKIC COUNCIL. 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NAKHCHIVAN AGREEMENT. 2019. 112 p.
Uzun Y., Kaya H. Organization of Turkic States: Politics, Economics, Cultural Collaborations and 2040 Vision. 2023. p. 223-232.
YALDIZ F. THE POLITICAL VISION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF TURKIC STATES: AN ANALYSIS OF THE TURKIC WORLD VISION 2040 // EURASIAN RESEARCH JOURNAL ERJ, Vol. 5, No. 2. 2023. 61-79 P.
] 

The analysis of sources and literature shows that the topic of TURKPA has been sufficiently developed. However, the specifics of this study, i.e. the use of common culture, language and traditions for the benefit of a common economy and politics in the region in order to achieve common advantages, have not yet been developed.
To effectively investigate the soft power diplomacy of the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA), this article employs a mixed-methods approach. Qualitative data will be gathered through the analysis of policy documents and public statements. Additionally, quantitative methods will be used to assess the impact of these soft power tools by analyzing trends in economic and diplomatic engagement. This dual approach will allow for understanding of both the mechanisms of TURKPA's soft power and its tangible effects on international relations. 
The paper is structured as follows: an introduction, a body divided into three chapters, a SWOT analysis and a conclusion with key findings. This paper is structured around a number of key terms and concepts, both those that have long existed in international relations scholarship and those that are new to this paper. These include soft power, TURKPA's soft power, the Turkic world, TURKPA (decoding), Türksoy and the Turkic Organizational Ecosystem. The initiatives of this organizational ecosystem, in which TURKPA participates, aimed at preserving the cultural heritage of the Turkic world, underline the importance of maintaining a tangible link with the past.
When discussing the collaboration among Turkic-speaking countries, it is important to recognize that organizations such as the Organization of Turkic States, TURKSOY, the Turkic Academy, the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation, and the Union of Turkic Chamber of Commerce and Industry as well as TURKPA form a cohesive organizational ecosystem. The organizational ecosystem of Turkic states comprises several key entities, each with distinct roles and responsibilities that contribute to the unity and cooperation among Turkic nations. 
TURKSOY, established in 1993, has been instrumental in promoting and preserving the cultural heritage of Turkic states. Its initiatives includes cultural events, artistic exchanges, and the support of cultural productions, have strengthened cultural ties among Turkic peoples over the years. However, TURKSOY is challenged to reach a broader audience and engage younger people who are often more influenced by global culture.
The Turkic Academy, established in 2010, plays the role in advancing academic and scientific collaboration. Its focuses are on research, history, language, literature, and social sciences relevant to Turkic cultures. However, the Academy could benefit from wider international co-operation and an increase in funding for research projects. The quality and impact of its research output would be enhanced by expanding partnerships with academic institutions outside the Turkic world and securing additional funding.
The Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation is dedicated to preserving the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of the Turkic states and was established in 2012. Supporting important initiatives such as conservation projects, educational programs and cultural festivals, the Foundation faces challenges in ensuring sustainability and long-term impact. Greater emphasis on capacity building, community engagement and sustainable tourism could help address these challenges. In addition, valuable expertise and resources could be provided by fostering collaboration with international heritage organizations.
Established in 2019, the Union of Turkic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (UTCCI) promotes economic cooperation and integration among Turkic states. By facilitating trade and investment, supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, and promoting economic cooperation, the UTCCI plays a role in the economic development of the Turkic world. Nevertheless, economic differences between Member States and external economic pressures may present significant difficulties. To alleviate these problems, the UTCCI could focus on creating more inclusive economic policies, improving regional trade infrastructure and promoting innovation and entrepreneurship.
The entities of the Organizational Ecosystem are interlinked and work together towards a common goal. Their efforts are harmonised to promote cultural, educational, economic and political integration across the Turkic world. This collective framework allows for a more streamlined approach to achieving common goals, which enhances the unity and influence of the member states on a global scale.[footnoteRef:3] TURKPA’s soft power diplomacy is shaped within the framework of this organizational ecosystem and is also implemented by the bodies of this ecosystem. [3:  Turkic Week was held in Geneva // TURKPA. 22.04.2024. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1628-turkic-week-was-held-in-geneva] 




[bookmark: _Toc168005212]Main Part
[bookmark: _Toc168005213]1. History and formation of TURKPA, its International status and overview of Member States
The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA) stands as a unique institution in the landscape of international relations. Through its multifaceted role, TURKPA plays the legislative part in fostering cooperation, dialogue, and collaboration among its member countries. The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States represents a dynamic network of interconnected entities, relationships, and stakeholders that collectively contribute to the functioning and impact of this regional interparliamentary organization. TURKPA interacts with a diverse range of actors, including member states, observer countries, international organizations, civil society groups, and the private sector, shaping its activities and outcomes in various spheres.
Nowadays TURKPA navigates and leverages its soft power to advance its goals, promote cooperation, and address shared challenges among Turkic-speaking nations. By examining the history of TURKPA foundation, its members, international status and main activities within the TURKPA, we can gain insights into the complexities and opportunities inherent in regional parliamentary diplomacy and collaboration.
TURKPA as an intergovernmental organization founded to deepen cooperation and coordination among Turkic-speaking countries through parliamentary diplomacy. This journey began with the initiation of the "Baku Process" in 2008 by President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan, which emphasized the importance of intercultural dialogue and cooperation. Later that year, on November 21, 2008, the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA) was formally established in Baku, Azerbaijan. This was achieved through the signing of the Istanbul Agreement by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye, marking the creation of the first formal inter-parliamentary organization inside Turkic world. The organization aims to promote and strengthen cultural and historical ties among its member states, while also fostering political, economic, and cultural collaboration.
The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States embodying the legislative cooperation among Turkic-speaking nations, the geopolitical, cultural, and economic landscapes of member states, reveals contributions to TURKPA's mission and the broader Turkic world, the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States can be examined in three different era’s Early initiatives and the foundational structures were set up within TURKPA during its inception between 2008 and 2010, The period of expansion and establishment of key organizations saw the integration of various Turkic organizations, also the development and activities in the fields of Business and Education between the years 2010 and 2019 is representing the expansion period, the transition of Turkic Council to the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) marked a significant transformation for TURKPA and other Turkic organizations. The period also witnessed engagement in significant cultural diplomacy projects and educational initiatives post-COVID-19. Projects which aimed at enhancing regional connectivity and cooperation which includes International Transportation Route and other economic cooperation frameworks which happens after 2019.
In 2009, the idea proposed by then-President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, with the establishment of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States, commonly known as the Turkic Council. This was officially established on October 3, 2009, with the signing of the Nakhchivan Agreement by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye. The Turkic Council aimed to promote cooperation in various fields, including politics, economics, education, and culture,as a central pillar for regional cooperation and unity.
The following years saw the creation of several significant subsidiary organizations within the Turkic Council framework, enhancing the scope and depth of cooperation. In 2010, TURKSOY, the International Organization of Turkic Culture, gained new momentum and integration into the Turkic Council’s activities. Originally established in 1993, TURKSOY focuses on preserving and promoting the cultural heritage of Turkic-speaking countries by organizing cultural events, exhibitions, and festivals.
The expansion continued in 2011 with the formation of the Turkic Business Council, which was designed to enhance economic cooperation among Turkic-speaking countries. This body promotes trade and investment, supports business networking, and coordinates economic policies to foster regional economic growth.
In 2012, the Turkic Academy was established to promote scientific research and academic cooperation among Turkic-speaking countries. This organization supports joint research projects, academic exchanges, and the development of educational materials that highlight the shared history and cultural heritage of the Turkic world. The following year, in 2013, the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation was created to support projects and programs aimed at preserving and promoting the cultural heritage of Turkic-speaking nations. This foundation plays a crucial role in funding and organizing cultural events, exhibitions, and educational initiatives.
In 2015, the Turkic Universities Union was established to foster academic cooperation among universities in the Turkic world. It supports student and faculty exchanges, joint research projects, and the harmonization of educational standards, contributing to the development of a well-educated and interconnected academic community.
Recognizing the need for a more comprehensive and structured organization, the Turkic Council was rebranded and transformed into the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) during the 8th Summit in Istanbul in November 2021. This transformation marked a significant milestone, reflecting the organization’s broader scope and enhanced capacity to address the complex needs of its member states. The OTS aims to deepen integration among Turkic-speaking countries, promoting peace, stability, and sustainable development in the region.
Through these structured developments and the establishment of key organizations, TURKPA has contributed to the cohesion, cooperation, and cultural preservation among Turkic-speaking nations. The establishment of the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States in 2008, followed by the creation of the Turkic Council in 2009, laid the foundation for regional cooperation. Subsequent initiatives, such as TURKSOY, the Turkic Academy, the Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation, the Turkic Business Council, and the Turkic Universities Union, have further strengthened this cooperation. The evolution of the Turkic Council into the Organization of Turkic States in 2021 is the culmination of these efforts, which fosters more interconnected organizational ecosystem that preserves and promotes cultural heritage and strengthens diplomatic, economic, and social ties among member states. This promises a vibrant and collaborative future for the Turkic world.
Talking about TURKPA member states, Azerbaijan plays role in TURKPA through its strategic position in the South Caucasus region. Rich in oil and gas resources, its economy is among the most dynamic in the Turkic-speaking world. Culturally, Azerbaijan is renowned for its contributions to Turkic music, literature, and the arts, city of Baku symbolizing the nation's blend of historical heritage and modern development. Azerbaijan's membership in TURKPA is marked by initiatives to enhance regional energy cooperation and cultural exchange.
As the largest Turkic-speaking country by area, Kazakhstan's significance to TURKPA extends beyond its vast steppes. Its economy, strongly supported by natural resources, including uranium deposits, gives power to Kazakhstan in regional and global energy markets. The nation is a linchpin for initiatives aimed at economic integration and environmental sustainability within parliamentary assembly. Astana, is the symbol of Kazakhstan's futuristic vision and its commitment to fostering a dialogue between the Turkic world and the international community,
Kyrgyzstan, with Turkic-nomadic heritage, brings to TURKPA a rich cultural tapestry and a strong commitment to Turkic values. The nation's economy is diversified, with contributions from agriculture, minerals, and the services sector. Bishkek, the capital, is not only the political heart of Kyrgyzstan but also a cultural beacon for Central Asia, hosting numerous Turkic events that emphasize educational and cultural exchange.
Türkiye's role in TURKPA is by its geopolitical significance as a bridge between East and West and its economy, which is among the largest in the region. The nation's historical legacy, as the successor state of the Ottoman Empire, and its culture makes it a central figure in promoting the Turkic identity on the global stage. Türkiye's contributions to TURKPA encompass leadership in cultural diplomacy, economic cooperation, and efforts to strengthen democratic institutions across the Turkic-speaking world.
In addition to its full members, TURKPA also engages with several observer states, including Hungary and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Hungary, has historical and cultural ties to the Turkic world, country has been an active participant in TURKPA's activities, enhancing diplomatic and cultural exchanges. The TRNC, participates in TURKPA to promote its cultural and political interests within the Turkic community. Furthermore, guest states Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan frequently participate in TURKPA activities. Turkmenistan, with its vast natural gas reserves and Turkic heritage as well as strategic geographic position, contributes to regional energy discussions and cultural exchanges.
Uzbekistan's recent plan to become a member of TURKPA will enrich the organization with its historic cities such as Samarkand and Bukhara. These cities have been centres of Islamic and Turkic culture for centuries. Uzbekistan's strategic location in Central Asia, with its agricultural sector and industry, positions it as a key to regional economic development and integration efforts. The nation's plan to become a member of TURKPA symbolises a renewed commitment to regional cooperation and cultural exchange within the Turkic-speaking community.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Abdülkerimov B. Özbekistan TÜRKPA’ya üye olma kararı aldı. 22.06.2021. URL:  https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/ozbekistan-turkpa-ya-uye-olma-karari-aldi/2281526] 

As the geopolitical and economic powerhouse among Turkic-speaking countries, Türkiye was the key to the establishment of TURKPA. It uses the assembly to promote solidarity among Turkic nations and to extend common values and influence in the Turkic-speaking regions.
Together, each member and observer state contributes to TURKPA's unique strengths and perspectives in achieving the organization’s goals. They exemplify the spirit of solidarity that defines the Turkic-speaking world through their collective work in legislative harmonization, cultural diplomacy and economic integration. As TURKPA continues to evolve, the diverse contributions of these states will shape the future of regional cooperation and enhance the international standing of the Turkic states while fostering a sense of common identity and purpose.
2. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc168005214]TURKPA’s Activities and Cooperation

TURKPA contributes to the international dialogue through sharing of legislative practices and supporting democratic development. Assembly represents Turkic people in other international forums and regularly participates in cultural events to promote dialogue on issues ranging from economic integration to cultural heritage preservation. TURKPA also plays a role in advancing the Turkic Languages, education, and cultural understanding among its member states by legislative practices.
Since its founding, organization has evolved into a more structured and influential shape.  It established various commissions and working groups that focus on specific areas. The Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs is one such body. Its mission is socio-cultural, humanitarian, scientific, and educational matters among the member states, with a focus on their shared historical, cultural, and linguistic heritage. The Commission addresses collaboration among member states in areas such as economy, trade, finance, transport, and transit. In 2014 its name was changed to better reflect its broad scope of economic issues. The Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations is focusing on legal and international legislative cooperation. Originally established as two separate entities in 2011, they were merged into a single commission in 2014. The Commission on Environment, Natural Resources, and Health Protection is concerned with natural resource usage and health protection. These commissions are tasked with creating recommendations aimed at harmonizing and aligning national legislation among the member states, which fosters economic ties and legislative coherence. This structured approach has enabled effective collaboration and project implementation across its member states, to have deeper understanding we should focus on the commission recommendations for member states.
The Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations of TURKPA, from 2011 to 2023, highlighted several key initiatives and actions that reflect the organization's soft power.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations // TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/1-commission-on-legal-affairs-and-international-relations] 

In the second meeting held in 2012, TURKPA underscored the importance of cooperation on legislative issues. By translating the constitutions of member countries into multiple languages and organizing by-law conferences, TURKPA facilitated a better understanding and alignment of legal frameworks across its member states. This legal harmonization strengthened regional integration and promoted a cohesive identity and mutual respect among member states, where soft power is highly related.
An important aspect of TURKPA's soft power in the context of this Commission is its emphasis on the promotion of democratic principles and good governance. For example, the recommendations of the fourth session in 2015 focused on improving electoral systems and election observation activities. By advocating for transparency, fairness and respect for human rights in electoral processes, it helps to build trust and legitimacy in member governments. This commitment to democratic values has increased the attractiveness and credibility of TURKPA both regionally and internationally.
At the sixth meeting in 2016 Commission addressed the challenge of cybercrimes. Showcased TURKPA has proactive stance in promoting cybersecurity measures, to establish legal frameworks, and to foster international cooperation on cyber threats which is a commitment to modern security issues. This initiative is to build a secure digital environment, which is crucial for economic and social stability. By leading efforts in cybersecurity, TURKPA aimed to gain respect and trust, further solidifying its influence.
During the eighth meeting in 2021, the focus was to support tourism among member countries, specifically after of the COVID-19 pandemic. TURKPA emphasized the development of a common strategy and action plan for tourism, with an aim of mutual tourist flow and promoting the region as a whole. This initiative showcases TURKPA’s role in economic recovery and also cultural exchange, where highlighting the region’s shared heritage and cooperation while contributing to its soft power. The ninth meeting in 2022 stated the role of parliaments in foreign policy cooperation. Commission highlighted the importance of mutual understanding in inter-parliamentary dialogue and addressing regional agenda. Having regular meetings and visits between national delegations, Commission aims to create collaborative environment that promotes peace, stability, and unity. This diplomatic engagement is a critical component of soft power. In 2023 at the tenth meeting, the Commission celebrated the 15th anniversary of Parliamentary Assembly and repeated the worthiness of regional cooperation. Commission called for the creation of a synergy to ensure peace, security, and stability in the region and promoted mutual support and active participation in international institutions, TURKPA highly aims to strengthen its role as a unifying force among Turkic-speaking nations. 
Most importantly, TURKPA's strategic use of soft power is demonstrated through the recommendations of the Commission on Legal Affairs and International Relations. The Commission's reports and recommendations promote democratic governance, legal harmonization, cyber security, tourism and foreign policy cooperation in order for TURKPA to effectively promote a sense of unity. 
The Commission on Environment, Natural Resources, and Health Protection[footnoteRef:6]  is the Commission where TURKPA implements initiatives related to environmental sustainability. These meetings highlight TURKPA's commitment to fostering sustainable practices, environmental conservation and public health among its member states, thereby creates sense of unity and shared responsibility, the meetings were held yearly from 2015 to 2023, 8 times due to 2019 global pandemic. In the first meeting, the Commission focused on combating desertification in Turkic-speaking countries. The recommendations emphasized creating a “culture of prevention from desertification” through public awareness and environmental education. By promoting the harmonization of environmental legislation with internationally accepted standards and implementing pilot projects related to forestry and land management, TURKPA showcases its commitment to addressing ecological challenges. This proactive stance enhances TURKPA's soft power by demonstrating its dedication to sustainable development and ecological preservation. [6:  Commission on Environment, Natural Resources and Health Protection // TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/4-commission-on-environment-natural-resources-and-health-protection] 

During the second session, the Commission addressed global climate change and its implications for Member States. Recommendations included developing National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs), investing in renewable energy solutions, and raising public awareness of climate change in order to gain international recognition and support, become a key player in global environmental governance, align TURKPA with global sustainability goals, and enhance its soft power.
The third meeting focused on the sustainable use of natural resources. The Commission emphasized the importance of using resources rationally, minimizing waste and developing low-waste, resource-saving technologies. By advocating these sustainable practices, TURKPA promoted economic and environmental sustainability to attract international investment and cooperation. These efforts were made to align with global sustainability standards, thereby increasing influence and soft power.
In the fourth meeting, the Commission addressed the challenges and opportunities related to genetically modified organisms (GMOs). Recommendations included establishing robust biosafety regulatory systems and promoting regional cooperation in GMO risk assessment. This balanced approach is to achieve technological advancement and environmental protection, which strengthens TURKPA’s credibility and influence, and it is a commitment to both innovation and ecological preservation.
The fifth meeting saw the Commission emphasizing the sustainable management of natural resources, particularly forests. Recommendations included promoting public ecological awareness, minimizing waste, and enhancing regional cooperation. By fostering sustainable practices and environmental stewardship, TURKPA positions itself as in sustainable development, which attracts international support and supports its soft power through its demonstrated commitment to environmental protection.
At the sixth meeting, the Commission focused on water and land management. Recommendations included improving the legal framework, promoting regional cooperation and raising public awareness of water and land conservation. In tackling such challenges, TURKPA strengthens its role in environmental governance and attracts international partnerships, thus increasing its influence and soft power.
The seventh meeting addressed the harmonization of health systems among TURKPA member states. Recommendations included developing joint training programs for medical personnel, establishing cooperation on health insurance systems, and promoting digital health platforms. These initiatives demonstrate TURKPA's commitment to public health and enhance its soft power by demonstrating a focus on the well-being of its citizens, while helping to improve the quality and accessibility of health care.
Finally, in the eighth meeting, the Commission emphasized the protection of biodiversity. Recommendations included improving legal frameworks for biodiversity management, increasing public awareness, and enhancing regional cooperation. By advocating for biodiversity conservation, TURKPA aligns itself with global environmental goals and attracts international support, further solidifying its role as a key player in environmental governance and enhancing its soft power.
Through these initiatives and recommendations, the Commission on Environment, Natural Resources, and Health Protection has contributed to TURKPA's soft power, and promoted sustainable practices, environmental conservation, and public health, TURKPA enhances its influence and credibility but also fosters a sense of unity and shared responsibility among its member states. These efforts shoes us TURKPA's commitment to a sustainable and resilient future.
The soft power in the field of the environment is also implemented by other bodies within the Organizational Ecosystem, such as Organization of Turkic States. They work collaboratively to address environmental challenges and to strengthen the collective soft power. For example, in Turkic Vision 2040, a document prepared by the Organization of Turkic States and an important strategic framework, the term "environment" is mentioned several times and in different topics, underlining the importance of environmental protection and sustainable development.[footnoteRef:7] This frequency underlines the priority given to environmental issues in the organizational ecosystem of the Turkic states. [7:  Turkic World Vision 2040  // Organization of Turkic States. 12.11.2021. URL: https://turkicstates.org/assets/pdf/haberler/turkic-world-vision-2040-2396-97.pdf] 

The recommendations from the Commission on Economic Cooperation[footnoteRef:8] from 2011 to 2023 focused on fostering economic cooperation, promoting sustainable development, and enhancing regional integration, TURKPA influences and attracts support from its member states and international partners. These efforts are also imroving TURKPA's visibility and credibility, both regionally and globally. In the 1st meeting, the Commission emphasized the need to strengthen economic and trade cooperation by developing joint projects, harmonizing relevant legislation, and enhancing relations among entrepreneurship groups. This initiative creates stable investment climate and eliminate trade barriers, thereby fosters economic integration and increases the competitiveness of member countries. Promotion of economic collaboration, leverages TURKPA’s soft power to build a cohesive economic bloc which can navigate the challenges of globalization effectively. [8:   Commission on Economic Cooperation// TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/3-commission-on-economic-cooperation] 

The 2nd meeting in 2012 focused on improving the investment climate in TURKPA member countries. Recommendations included easing administrative barriers, liberalizing trade policies, and enhancing institutional capacity through experience exchange and training programs. These measures aim to attract foreign investment and promote economic growth. By creating a favorable business environment, TURKPA enhances its attractiveness to investors and strengthens its influence in global economic affairs.
In the 3rd meeting, the Commission highlighted the role of transport communications in economic cooperation. Developing and modernizing transport infrastructure is crucial for facilitating trade and economic growth. TURKPA's efforts to improve transport systems, harmonize customs procedures, and enhance regional connectivity demonstrate its commitment to building a robust economic infrastructure. These initiatives enhance TURKPA's soft power by promoting efficient and sustainable transport solutions that benefit member states.
During the 4th meeting, the focus was on cooperation in developing the energy sector. Recommendations included setting long-term targets for energy savings, assessing environmental impacts, and supporting renewable energy development. By promoting energy efficiency and sustainability, TURKPA aligns with global environmental goals and attracts international support. These efforts enhance TURKPA's influence in the energy sector and contribute to its reputation as a leader in sustainable development.
The 5th meeting emphasized the diversification of economies in TURKPA member countries. Diversifying economies reduces vulnerability to external shocks and promotes stable economic growth. TURKPA's recommendations included developing a diversification strategy, building adequate infrastructure, and introducing energy-efficient technologies. By supporting economic diversification, TURKPA enhances its soft power by demonstrating its commitment to long-term economic stability and resilience.
In the 6th meeting, the Commission focused on innovative entrepreneurship. Recommendations included improving the legislative framework for innovation, providing state support for innovative projects, and enhancing cooperation in research and development. By fostering an innovation-friendly environment, TURKPA promotes economic dynamism and competitiveness. These initiatives showcase TURKPA's role in driving technological advancement and economic modernization. The 7th meeting addressed the development of common technology through multilateral cooperation among science and business communities. Recommendations included creating a preferential tax system for scientific research, supporting young entrepreneurs, and improving legislation for innovative production. By encouraging scientific and technological collaboration, TURKPA enhances its soft power by positioning itself as a hub for innovation and knowledge exchange. In the 8th meeting, the focus was on legislative support for the green economy, innovation, and digitalization. TURKPA recommended developing a legal framework for a green economy, promoting energy-efficient technologies, and supporting small and medium enterprises (SMEs). These measures align with global sustainability goals and enhance TURKPA's attractiveness as a promoter of environmentally responsible economic growth. The 9th meeting emphasized state support for SMEs in the post-pandemic economy. Recommendations included protecting national interests, supporting women's entrepreneurship and promoting digital trade. By fostering a supportive environment for SMEs, TURKPA contributes to economic recovery and resilience. These efforts demonstrate TURKPA's commitment to inclusive and sustainable economic development, enhancing its soft power. Finally, in the 10th meeting, the Commission focused on integrating the trade and economic potential of TURKPA member countries through improved transport infrastructure. Recommendations included harmonizing transport legislation, supporting regular air traffic, and enhancing logistical systems. By promoting regional connectivity and facilitating trade, TURKPA strengthens economic ties among member states and enhances its influence in regional economic integration. 
Through these initiatives, which promote economic cooperation, sustainable development and regional integration, the Commission for Economic Cooperation has contributed significantly to TURKPA's soft power. 
The recommendations from the Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs from 2011 to 2023 demonstrates TURKPA's strategic use of soft power.[footnoteRef:9] It is evident in TURKPA’s efforts to foster cultural exchange, social development, and regional cooperation among its member states. In the 1st meeting, the Commission emphasized the importance of cultural and educational cooperation. By promoting joint educational initiatives and the development of a common Turkic terminology fund, TURKPA enhances mutual understanding and cultural cohesion among Turkic-speaking nations. This cultural diplomacy strengthens the collective identity of member states and boosts TURKPA’s attractiveness and influence. The 2nd meeting in 2012 focused on creating a common Turkic terminology fund. This initiative aims to strengthen linguistic ties and improve communication among Turkic-speaking peoples, which is a vital component of cultural diplomacy. By fostering a unified linguistic and cultural framework, TURKPA enhances its soft power by promoting a shared cultural heritage and identity. In the 3rd meeting, the Commission recommended the establishment of the "Day of Turkic Language" to celebrate and promote the Turkic languages. This initiative encourages cultural pride and solidarity, reinforcing the cultural bonds between member states. By supporting efforts like this, TURKPA leverages cultural heritage to enhance regional unity and international cultural influence.  During the 4th meeting, TURKPA addressed the need for increased information flow among member countries. The recommendations included creating a common TV channel and supporting professional translators to improve communication. These efforts to enhance information exchange and media cooperation not only improve mutual understanding but also project a unified image of Turkic-speaking nations, thereby strengthening TURKPA's soft power. The 5th meeting highlighted the importance of cooperation in disaster and crisis management. By advocating for mutual support and regular training exercises among member states, TURKPA enhances regional resilience and solidarity. This practical cooperation in critical areas builds trust and interdependence, which are key elements of soft power.  In the 6th meeting, the focus was on cinema and animation as parts of Turkic cultural heritage. TURKPA recommended various initiatives to support the film industry, including co-productions and film festivals. These cultural exchanges and collaborations help to promote the Turkic cultural narrative globally, enhancing the soft power of member states by showcasing their cultural richness and diversity.  The 7th meeting in 2019 addressed gender issues and modern family values. The recommendations aimed at balancing gender equality with cultural identity, promoting family values through legislative support and social programs. These initiatives contribute to social cohesion and stability, reinforcing TURKPA’s role in supporting the social fabric of its member states, thus enhancing its soft power. In the 8th meeting, TURKPA focused on improving social conditions in rural areas during the pandemic. The recommendations included supporting rural social life, boosting rural innovation, and enhancing social protection systems. These actions demonstrate TURKPA’s commitment to social development and welfare, which enhances its soft power by addressing the needs of vulnerable populations and promoting inclusive growth. The 9th meeting emphasized the support of social entrepreneurship. By encouraging the involvement of socially vulnerable groups in entrepreneurial activities, TURKPA fosters economic empowerment and social inclusion. This approach aligns with global sustainable development goals and enhances TURKPA’s soft power by promoting economic and social resilience. Finally, the 10th meeting in 2023 focused on cooperation in cross-border education to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goal on Quality Education.  [9:  Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs// TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/commission/2-commission-on-education-culture-social-and-humanitarian-affairs] 

By advocating for educational reforms and the integration of advanced educational systems, TURKPA promotes knowledge exchange and capacity building among its member states. This commitment to education and human resource development is a powerful aspect of soft power, enhancing TURKPA's influence and attractiveness. Through these comprehensive initiatives, the Commission on Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Affairs has significantly contributed to TURKPA’s soft power. By promoting cultural exchange, social development, and regional cooperation, TURKPA not only enhances its influence and credibility but also fosters a sense of unity and shared purpose among its member states. These efforts underscore TURKPA’s commitment to a sustainable and resilient future, strengthening diplomatic and social ties within the Turkic-speaking community and beyond.
A dynamic and evolving structure, actively engaged in various legislative and cooperative efforts, the current status and effectiveness of TURKPA's standing commissions is evident. TURKPA's permanent commissions hold regular meetings to discuss and develop policies on a wide range of issues. By drafting model laws and recommendations that address regional needs, TURKPA commissions contribute to the legislative process. This approach helps member states to harmonize their legal frameworks, thereby improving governance and regional integration. The commissions provide comprehensive support in various sectors, including legal affairs, economic cooperation and environmental protection. They have shown strategic vision by addressing emerging issues like digital governance, environmental policy and creative industries. This adaptability ensures that TURKPA remains relevant and effective in addressing the contemporary challenges faced by its member countries. Overall, TURKPA's Standing Commissions are characterized by their proactive engagement, collaborative efforts and strategic initiatives that collectively enhance the legislative and cooperative landscape among Turkic states. These commissions are not only active within TURKPA but also cooperate with international organizations.
Bilateral and Multilateral Relations
In order to enhance regional cooperation, promote economic development and strengthen cultural ties among its member states and with the international community, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic States maintains robust bilateral and multilateral relations. These relations are a cornerstone of TURKPA's strategy to increase the presence and influence of Turkic states on the global stage.
The Member States have strong bilateral relations with countries within and outside the Turkic world. These relations are characterised by mutual cooperation in a wide range of areas, including trade, culture, education and political dialogue. Kazakhstan, for example, focuses on energy cooperation and regional security and maintains strong relations with China and the Russian Federation. Due to its geographical and historical location, Turkey plays a key role in fostering bilateral relations with European countries and the Middle East. Azerbaijan actively engages with its neighbours, particularly on energy projects such as the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline, which strengthens its economic and political ties with Georgia. 
Kyrgyzstan has developed strong bilateral relations, focusing on cooperating with Russia and China on education, cultural exchanges and regional security. Bilateral economic agreements between TURKPA member states and other nations are helping to increase trade volumes, attract investment and improve infrastructure development. These partnerships are essential to the stability of the region. TURKPA works with several regional organisations to promote broader regional stability and development. Key collaborations include the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO) and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). ECO aims to promote regional economic integration, liberalize trade and develop infrastructure and BSEC aims to enhance economic cooperation and address environmental and security concerns.
TURKPA's engagement with international organizations amplifies the voices of Turkic States in global forums. Partnerships include the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Parliamentary Union of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Member States (PUIC). As an observer, TURKPA participates in OIC activities, contributing to discussions on issues affecting the Muslim world. In the PUIC, TURKPA holds observer status, which allows it to engage in inter-parliamentary dialogue and cooperation within the Islamic world. Although TURKPA is not an observer at the United Nations, TURKPA member states actively participate in UN initiatives.[footnoteRef:10][footnoteRef:11] [10:  The Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States granted observer status to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic-speaking Countries (TURKPA)// TURKPA. 19.01.2011.URL: https://turkpa.org/az/news/1576-the-parliamentary-union-of-the-oic-member-states-granted-observer-status-to-the-parliamentary-assembly-of-the-turkic-speaking-countries-turkpa]  [11:  PUIC (Observer)// TURKPA. 19.04.2012.URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1406-puic-observer ] 

TURKPA organizes and participates in multilateral forums, conferences, and summits that bring together diverse stakeholders to address common challenges. These events foster dialogue on issues such as security, economic development, cultural exchange, and environmental sustainability. For example, TURKPA participated in the Fifth Counter-Terrorism Coordination Meeting organized by the United Nations in Istanbul, highlighting their engagement in global issues.[footnoteRef:12] TURKPA Plenary Sessions provide a platform for member states to discuss and coordinate on legislative and policy matters, which enhance regional integration and cooperation. Additionally, TURKPA hosts and participates in international conferences that promote cultural diplomacy, economic collaboration, and educational exchanges. These conferences attract participants from various countries and organizations, creates the spirit of global cooperation.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  TURKPA attended the Fifth Counter-Terrorism Coordination Meeting of Parliamentary Assemblies and Third Policy Dialogue// TURKPA. 08.05.2024.URL: https://turkpa.org/news/1638-turkpa-attended-the-fifth-counter-terrorism-coordination-meeting-of-parliamentary-assemblies-and-third-policy-dialogue]  [13:  RECOMMENDATION ON BASIC ASPECTS AND PROSPECTS OF TURKPA’s INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION // COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. TURKPA. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg-ir%2001%20rec%20en.pdf] 

Observer status in other organizations enriches TURKPA's diplomatic efforts and cultural influence, strengthening ties within the Turkic-speaking world and beyond. These efforts of TURKPA are evident through its various initiatives and programmes. The Assembly serves as a platform for member states to discuss and address common challenges, ranging from economic cooperation to cultural preservation. By aligning legal frameworks and policies, TURKPA strengthens the cohesion and integration of its member states and promotes a unified stance on international issues. TURKPA's approach to diplomacy is multifaceted, encompassing cultural exchanges, economic partnerships and strategic alliances.  The Assembly's engagement in global affairs, combined with its focus on regional solidarity, underscores its importance in shaping the geopolitical landscape of the Turkic-speaking world and beyond. This strategic positioning makes TURKPA a pivotal entity in both regional and international affairs, driving cooperation and progress among Turkic-speaking nations.


3. [bookmark: _Toc168005215]Soft Power Diplomacy of TURKPA
[bookmark: _Toc168005216]3.1. Main soft-power tools: culture, language, education, music

The parliamentary assembly takes its  strength of cultural diplomacy from the linguistic unity, and finds influential power for legislative practices and promotes cultural heritage. By participating cultural festivals, language forums, and educational exchanges, TURKPA aims to strengthen the cultural and linguistic bonds among its member states, projecting a united cultural identity that resonates on the international stage, which creates a convenient environment for member states while deciding and implementing legislative practices.
Through regular meetings, workshops, and joint initiatives, TURKPA facilitates laws and policies, aligning them with international standards. This synergetic approach enhances intra-regional cooperation and positions TURKPA as a reliable and constructive partner in the eyes of global institutions, which contributes to its international status.
Through support for UNESCO World Heritage Site nominations and restoration projects, Member states seek to protect and promote the historical and cultural landscapes of its member countries.
A notable initiative is an historical site which was suggested by The Turkic Culture and Heritage Foundation by the member states has announced to restore the mosque in Gochahmadli village located in the recently liberated Fuzuli region.[footnoteRef:14] This announcement was made by the President of the Foundation, Aqtoty Raiymqulova, during a panel session titled “Ensuring lasting peace for the revival and preservation of culture in the post-conflict periods,” which was part of the 6th World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue. This restoration project aims to preserve a cultural and religious landmark which serves as a symbol of peace and recovery in a region affected by conflict. Restoration efforts in post-conflict areas like Fuzuli are important for healing and rebuilding the community's identity and heritage. By focusing on cultural landmarks, member states helps to foster a sense of continuity and respect for history among the local population. The project also highlights the role of cultural heritage in diplomatic and peace-building efforts,which reflects the Foundation's broader mandate to promote the Turkic world's cultural legacy for peace and cooperation. Such initiatives which are supported within the organizational ecosystem, help to ensure that cultural revitalization projects gain the necessary political and logistical backing.  [14:  Aktoty Raimkulova speaks at int'l conference on “Study and Preservation of the Historical and Cultural Heritage of the Turkic World from the Perspective of UNESCO” in Baku // Trend news agency. 15.03.2024. URL:  https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/3875045.html] 

Member States use their historical and cultural heritage to enhance their soft power on the global stage through strategic nominations to the UNESCO World Heritage List. These nominations play role in their international cultural diplomacy and public diplomacy strategies. Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, have utilized their historical sites and natural landscapes as tools of soft power. Azerbaijan’s preservation and promotion of the Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape and the Historic Centre of Sheki with the Khan’s Palace[footnoteRef:15] enhance Azerbaijan’s cultural visibility and foster international cultural exchange. These initiatives position Azerbaijan as a custodian of ancient and medieval heritage and a modern player in global cultural discussions. Kazakhstan’s nomination of the Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi[footnoteRef:16] and the Saryarka – Steppe and Lakes of Northern Kazakhstan,[footnoteRef:17] extend its influence and commitment to cultural preservation and environmental conservation. These sites are platforms for Kazakhstan to engage with international audiences in discussions about sustainable practices and cultural conservation. Kyrgyzstan’s inclusion of Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain[footnoteRef:18]  in the UNESCO list shows how cultural heritage intertwined with religious and historical significance can promote a message of cultural unity and spiritual diversity. This strengthens Kyrgyzstan's domestic identity and enhances its international image. The Orkhon Valley Cultural Landscape,[footnoteRef:19] recognized for containing the ancient Orkhon inscriptions, is another site managed collaboratively by Turkic states. These inscriptions, dating back to the 8th century, are artifacts that provide insight into the social, cultural, and political life of the early Turkic peoples. As one of the earliest known records of Turkic language, they are central to understanding the historical and intellectual legacy of the Turkic culture. The collaborative efforts of Turkic states to promote and preserve this site represents commitment to maintain their linguistic and historical heritage, and their collective soft power. Through these UNESCO listings, member states of TURKPA affirm their identities and showcase their cultural richness, which in turn, enhances their diplomatic engagements. Such cultural diplomacy is an integral part of the broader strategy of Organizational Ecosystem. The shared cultural heritage acts as a foundation for these states to project their influence and values beyond their borders, engaging with the global community not just through politics and economics, but through the universal language of culture. This strategic use of cultural resources reinforces their individual national identities and strengthens the cohesion among the member countries.   [15:  A book of stone: Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape// Azerbaijan. State Service for Protection, Development and Restoration of Cultural Heritage . 2019. URL: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000368411 ]  [16:  Decision 37 COM 7B.64. Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi (Kazakhstan) (C 1103)// UNESCO. 2013. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/decisions/5076]  [17:  Saryarka – Steppe and Lakes of Northern Kazakhstan // UNESCO. 2008. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1102/]  [18:  Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain // UNESCO. 2009. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1230/]  [19:  Orkhon Valley Cultural Landscape // UNESCO World Heritage Convention. URL: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1081/ ] 

TURKPA has actively participated symposiums and conferences dedicated to exploring the history, evolution, and contemporary challenges of Turkic languages. These gatherings bring together linguists, scholars, and educators to discuss strategies for promoting linguistic unity while respecting the diversity of Turkic languages.
Turkic Language Symposium represents Language and Literature Promotion. It is designed to foster linguistic unity and cultural cohesion among Turkic-speaking nations. Hosted and supported by the bodies of Organizational Ecosystem as well as UNESCO. The discussions at the symposium are focusing on how to preserve the unique aspects of Turkic languages while considering standardization efforts that could facilitate clearer communication across these nations. There's a strong emphasis on educational strategies and resource sharing to bolster language teaching and learning across borders. Symposium function as strategic platform for strengthening ties and mutual understanding among the Turkic states , the event promotes identity and assert the cultural significance of the Turkic world on the global stage. Meetings lead to concrete initiatives, including collaborative research projects, language education programs, and policy recommendations, which are aimed at supporting the ongoing vitality and relevance of Turkic languages in society. As a result initiative for a common alphabet was taken, and the Alphabet Commision is founded.[footnoteRef:20] By adopting a common script, these countries aim to facilitate better communication and cultural exchange among themselves, strengthening their ties and reinforcing their presence as a cohesive cultural and linguistic bloc on the world stage. [20:  Kazakistan’da, Türk Dünyası Ortak Alfabe Komisyonu’nun ilk toplantısı düzenlendi // TRT AVAZ. 29.05.2023.URL: https://www.trtavaz.com.tr/haber/tur/avrasyadan/kazakistan-da-turk-dunyasi-ortak-alfabe-komisyonu-nun-ilk-toplantisi-duzenlendi/6474a0dd01a30a30e4cfe7ff] 

Today, among the Turkic states, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan still predominantly use the Cyrillic alphabet. However, both countries have shown a commitment to transitioning to the Latin script. Kazakhstan has been proactive in transitioning to the Latin script. Initially set to complete by 2025, the deadline has been extended to 2031. This gradual shift is part of a broader linguistic reform aimed at integrating with other Turkic-speaking nations and modernizing the Kazakh language. This move is seen as both a cultural integration effort and a step towards greater unity with other Turkic nations. While there have been discussions and some political movements advocating for a switch to the Latin alphabet, Kyrgyzstan still predominantly uses the Cyrillic script. The transition is less advanced compared to Kazakhstan, and the adoption of the Latin script remains more of a subject of debate rather than an active policy.[footnoteRef:21][footnoteRef:22][footnoteRef:23] [21:  Kussainova M. Kazakistan’ın Latin harflerine uyarlanan yeni alfabesi tanıtıldı. 28.01.2021. URL: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/kazakistan-in-latin-harflerine-uyarlanan-yeni-alfabesi-tanitildi/2126333#:~:text=Kazakistan%20Ulusal%20Alfabe%20Komisyonu%2C%202023,uyarlanan%20yeni%20Kazak%20alfabesini%20tan%C4%B1tt%C4%B1.]  [22:  SATUBALDINA A. Kazakhstan Presents New Latin Alphabet, Plans Gradual Transition Through 2031 // KAZAKHSTAN’S INDEPENDENCE: 30 YEARS, NATION. 01.02.2021. URL:https://astanatimes.com/2021/02/kazakhstan-presents-new-latin-alphabet-plans-gradual-transition-through-2031/]  [23:  Schulz D. Writing a New Future: Kazakhstan’s Language Reforms. 24.09.2021. URL: https://caspianpolicy.org/research/security-and-politics-program-spp/writing-a-new-future-kazakhstans-language-reforms-13235] 

 The initiative is a commission that involves linguists from multiple Turkic countries, aiming to create a standardized Latin-based script that all Turkic languages could potentially adopt. This commission studies the phonetic and linguistic specifics of each language to ensure the proposed script accommodates all necessary sounds, a challenge given the variety and complexity of Turkic languages. Despite these efforts, the move towards a unified alphabet is fraught with challenges. Scale of implementing such change in educational and governmental systems presents significant hurdles. Moreover, the transition requires widespread acceptance and adaptation by the population, a process that can take considerable time and resources, in case of achievement of such initiative it will highlight a commitment among the Turkic nations to foster a sense of unity and shared identity.
 Democracy Promotion and election observation initiatives taken by TURKPA has several purposes that align with the principles of soft power, it demonstrates a commitment to democratic governance and transparency. By independently monitoring elections, and ensures that electoral processes are free, fair, and credible. This commitment to democracy enhances the organization's moral authority and legitimacy, which makes it an attractive model for other regions seeking to improve their electoral systems, and TURKPA’s election observation missions foster mutual trust and cooperation among member states. These missions create a platform for sharing best practices and learning from each other’s experiences. By supporting each other in organizing and conducting elections, member states build stronger diplomatic and political ties, which are essential components of soft power and also, the detailed reports and recommendations provided by TURKPA after each election observation mission contribute to the improvement of electoral frameworks in member states. This technical assistance and capacity-building aspect of election observation is a valuable form of soft power, as it helps to strengthen democratic institutions and processes in the region. TURKPA increases its influence and attractiveness as a promoter of good governance by enhancing the quality of democracy. Furthermore, TURKPA’s participation in election observation missions beyond its member states extends its reach. By engaging in global democratic promotion, TURKPA positions itself as a member in the international community dedicated to upholding democratic values. This involvement enhances its reputation and fosters a network of alliances and partnerships with other international organizations committed to similar goals.
Among the soft power tools within the framework of the Parliamentary Assembly and its affiliated organizations, notably TURKSOY, is the celebration of Nevruz, a tradition observed by Turkic peoples. Through Nevruz celebrations, TURKSOY has effectively introduced this cultural festivity to a global audience, and  reinforced the shared heritage and cultural unity among Turkic nations. These celebrations have been hosted in international venues, such as the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris (2010, 2015), the United Nations General Assembly Hall in New York (2011, 2016), and prominent locations in Germany, Austria, Belgium, the United Kingdom, and the Balkans. Events have also taken place at the Lincoln Theater in Washington DC (2011, 2016), Trinity College in Cambridge (2013), and the Hofburg Imperial Palace in Vienna (2015).the United Nations General Assembly Hall in New York (2011, 2016), and prominent locations in Germany, Austria, Belgium, the United Kingdom, and the Balkans. Events have also taken place at the Lincoln Theater in Washington DC (2011, 2016), Trinity College in Cambridge (2013), and the Hofburg Imperial Palace in Vienna (2015).[footnoteRef:24] These colorful gatherings attract thousands of spectators, showcasing Turkic culture through music, dance, and art, thereby enhancing cultural diplomacy and mutual understanding. For instance, the 2017 celebrations spanned Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Türkiye, Romania, and Gagauzia (Moldova), further highlighting the widespread recognition and celebration of Nevruz within and beyond Turkic countries. By promoting Nevruz on such an international scale, TURKSOY preserves and celebrates Turkic traditions and strengthens the cultural bonds between member states and the global community. This initiative exemplifies how cultural diplomacy is a powerful instrument of soft power.  [24:  TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES // TÜRKSOY. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/traditional-events] 

TURKSOY’s engagement in academic activities that explore the shared history is alsowithin the organizational framework, they are about language, literature, culture, and art of Turkic peoples. Each year, it declares commemorative years and organizes related events, publishing works in various Turkic dialects and languages by notable figures from the Turkic World to preserve and transmit their cultural heritage to future generations. Significant commemorations include Abdullah Tukay, the Tatar poet, in 2011 for his 125th anniversary; Turkmen philosopher and poet Magtumguly Pyragy in 2014 for his 290th anniversary; and Chingis Aitmatov in 2018 for his 90th anniversary. By honoring such figures, member implements soft power, and promote cultural diplomacy. These commemorations celebrate their legacies and strengthen academic and cultural ties among Turkic nations, which builds cohesive cultural and intellectual community that promotes Turkic traditions on the global stage. [footnoteRef:25] [25:  TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES // TÜRKSOY. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/traditional-events] 

Similarly, the World Nomad Games exemplify an innovative soft power tool within the framework of the Parliamentary Assembly and its affiliated organizations. These games celebrate the cultural heritage and traditional sports of nomadic civilizations, they promote cultural diplomacy, and enhance the global presence of Turkic nations. Initiated in 2014 in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan, the World Nomad Games were conceived to revive and sustain the traditional sports and cultures of nomadic peoples. This event aims to preserve the legacy of nomadic societies, they sustain a unique venue for cultural exchange and international unity. The World Nomad Games feature a variety of traditional sports that reflect the nomadic way of life. Kok Boru, is a traditional horseback game where players try to place a goat carcass into the opponent's goal, making it one of the most popular and iconic events. Er Enish, a form of wrestling conducted on horseback, showcases the physical prowess and horsemanship of the participants. Additionally, traditional hunting and archery events, such as falconry and traditional practices ancient hunting techniques. The games also include intellectual competitions like Toguz Korgool, a traditional board game, and other cultural contests that emphasize intellectual skills alongside physical abilities. Alongside the sports competitions, the World Nomad Games feature cultural festivals, exhibitions, and performances that celebrate nomadic art, music, cuisine, and crafts. These cultural events provide a platform for participants from various countries to share their traditions and foster mutual understanding and respect. The games have primarily been hosted by Kyrgyzstan, with the inaugural event held in 2014 and subsequent games in 2016 and 2018. The 2022 edition attracted participants from 102 countries 3000 athletes in 13 sports, including Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Türkiye, Azerbaijan, Russia, and other nations with Türkic-nomadic heritage. This international participation underscores the games' role in promoting cultural diplomacy and enhancing the global visibility of Turkic traditions. 
The World Nomad Games are used as a strategic soft power tool by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic States (TURKPA) and its affiliated organisations, the Organisation of Turkic States (OTS) and TURKSOY. This initiative also serves to strengthen cultural ties and enhance cooperation. The World Nomad Games boosts tourism and economic development in the host regions. By attracting thousands of visitors and international media attention, the games raise awareness of the host country's cultural heritage and provide economic benefits through increased tourism and international engagement. By bringing together diverse cultures, the World Nomad Games promote global unity and cultural exchange. Participants and spectators from various countries experience and appreciate the rich traditions of nomadic peoples, fostering a spirit of mutual respect and understanding. The World Nomad Games, as an integral part of the organizational ecosystem of the Turkic States, exemplify the effective use of soft power by TURKPA and its affiliated organizations. This strategic initiative highlights the importance of cultural diplomacy and demonstrates the potential of traditional sports and cultural events in fostering international understanding and collaboration. [footnoteRef:26] [26:  Türkiye hosted the 4th World Nomad Games // TURKPA. 28.09.2022. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/178-turkiye-hosted-the-4th-world-nomad-games] 

Cultural Exchange 
Inside the Organizational Ecosystem, TURKSOY plays the role in promoting cultural exchange through art. It organizes numerous art exhibitions and cultural fairs, allowing artists from Turkic-speaking countries to display their work and engage with international audiences.[footnoteRef:27] For instance, TURKSOY regularly holds exhibitions showcasing traditional and contemporary art from its member states. These exhibitions are often part of larger cultural festivals and events, providing a platform for artists to present their work, exchange ideas, and collaborate on new projects. Notably, the "Exhibition of the Turkic world” has been displayed in Geneva organized by the OTS sponsored by TURKPA, featuring artworks that reflect the cultural and historical themes of the Turkic world.[footnoteRef:28]  Music is a vital aspect of cultural exchange among Turkic-speaking nations. TURKSOY organizes the Sheki Silk Road International Music Festival, which brings together musicians from various member states to perform traditional and contemporary music. This festival showcases the musical heritage of Turkic-speaking countries and this way promotes cultural exchange through collaborative performances.[footnoteRef:29]  Musicians from member states perform together, which blends traditional melodies with modern influences. Additionally, the ICTMD Study Group[footnoteRef:30]  on Music and Dance in the Turkic World holds symposia that include musical performances and workshops, further contributing to cultural exchange. These symposia attract scholars and musicians who present research, conduct workshops, and perform music, facilitating a rich exchange of cultural knowledge and practices which represents member states of TURKPA. Dance plays an important role in cultural celebrations and exchanges within the Turkic world, it includes traditional dance performances from member states. These celebrations highlight shared heritage of the Turkic world. Traditional dances, such as the Azerbaijani Yalli, the Kazakh Karlygash, and the Turkish Halay, are performed, each telling unique stories through movement and music. Additionally, the ICTMD symposiums often feature traditional dance performances, which are instrumental in promoting and preserving Turkic dance traditions. These performances educate audiences about the cultural significance of these dances, ensuring that the traditions are passed down to future generations. Culinary traditions are a vital component of cultural identity and exchange. Ethno Festival of Traditional Cuisine of Turkic Peoples: Supara,[footnoteRef:31] held annually, features chefs from TURKPA member states presenting traditional dishes. This festival promotes culinary traditions and fosters cultural exchange through food, allowing participants to experience the diverse culinary heritage of Turkic-speaking nations. For example, traditional cuisines of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Türkiye as well as Hungary and North Macedonia are showcased, offering a rich tapestry of flavors and culinary techniques. These food festivals often include cooking demonstrations, tastings, and culinary workshops where chefs share recipes and techniques, further promoting an understanding of the culinary arts among the Turkic peoples. [27:  Exhibition of artists of TURKSOY member countries opened in Tashkent // ORIENT - INFORMATION AGENCY. 18.04.2023. URL: https://orient.tm/en/post/51468/exhibition-artists-turksoy-member-countries-opened-tashkent]  [28:  Exhibition of the Turkic World. URL: https://indico.un.org/event/1010715/]  [29:  Order of TURKSOY awarded to the National Leader and President of the People's Council of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov // TURKSOY. 03.07.2023. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/medal-of-turksoy-awarded-to-the-national-leader-and-president-of-the-peoples-council-of-turkmenistan-gurbanguly-berdimuhamedov]  [30:  ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World // ICTMD. URL: https://ictmusic.org/studygroup/turkic]  [31:  Presentation of the Culinary Culture of the Turkic World at the outskirts of Tian Shen Mountains // ICTMD. 07.06.2023. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/presentation-of-the-culinary-culture-of-the-turkic-world-at-the-outskirts-of-tian-shen-mountains] 

Another initiative is organized by the Gazi University with the partnership of the contribution of TURKSOY, the National Commission of Türkiye to UNESCO, the Turkish Language Institution, the Yunus Emre Institute and the Akhmet Yassawi University “The International Symposium on the Teaching of Turkish Language and Literature”[footnoteRef:32] where poets and writers from member states share their works and engage in discussions on literary trends and traditions. This symposium helps to promote the rich literary heritage of the Turkic-speaking world. Authors and poets from member states participate in these events, reading their works, discussing contemporary literary issues, and exploring common themes in Turkic literature. The symposium often features poetry readings, book launches, and panel discussions, fostering a vibrant literary community across the Turkic-speaking world. Initiatives like the publication of the "Encyclopaedia of Music Realities of Turkic-Speaking Peoples" further support the preservation and dissemination of Turkic literary and musical traditions, providing a comprehensive resource on the cultural expressions of the Turkic peoples.  [32:  May 19th, Youth and Sports Day dedicated to the Commemoration of Ataturk // TURSOY. URL: https://www.turksoy.org/en-US/news/2021-05-19-may-19th-youth-and-sports-day-dedicated-to-the-commemoration-of-ataturk] 

TURKPA supports cultural heritage tours, such as the "Great Silk Road" cultural heritage tour. This tour takes participants through significant historical sites in member states and organized by Organization of Turkic states, which promotes an appreciation of the shared history and cultural heritage of the region. These tours often include visits to ancient cities, historical landmarks, and cultural museums, and offer deep dive into the historical connections and cultural influences that have shaped the Turkic world. For example, participants might visit the ancient city of Samarkand in Uzbekistan, the historic Silk Road trading post of Bukhara, or the cultural heritage sites of Anatolia in Türkiye. These tours are complemented by lectures and presentations from historians and cultural experts that provide a rich educational experience that highlights the interconnectedness of Turkic cultures. [footnoteRef:33]   [33:  Turkic Council Modern Silk Road Joint Tour Package, Brochure // Organization of Turkic States. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/yayinlar/turkic-council-modern-silk-road-joint-tour-package-brochure_2] 

The Korkut Ata Film Festival, organized by TURKSOY,[footnoteRef:34] showcases films from member and other Turkic states that depict their cultural narratives and contemporary issues. This festival fosters a cultural exchange of the Turkic-speaking world's cinematic arts. Films from countries like Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye are featured, covering a range of genres from historical dramas to contemporary documentaries. The festival often includes film screenings, director Q&A sessions, and workshops on film production, providing opportunities for filmmakers to share their experiences and collaborate on new projects. Joint film production initiatives supported by TURKPA bring together filmmakers from different member states to work on co-productions that explore common themes and narratives, further strengthening cultural ties through the medium of film.  [34:  Korkut Ata Turkic World Film Festival// Korkut Ata. URL: https://korkutatafilmfestivali.com/en/home/] 

Similarly, educational exchanges and cooperation are facilitated and joined by the members of  organizational ecosystem. These initiatives are supported by a series of inter-parliamentary activities, focused commissions, and collaborative educational programs. The Commission on Education, Culture, Social and Humanitarian Affairs under TURKPA promotes educational initiatives, which enhance intercultural understanding and academic collaboration. Various meetings and plenary sessions, which often focus on education, illustrate these efforts. A notablemention is the involvement of universities such as the Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University, which participates in TURKPA events and contributes to the educational dialogue among Turkic states.[footnoteRef:35] Such involvement underlines the bridging role played by higher education policy and cultural exchange among member countries. In addition, TURKPA's plenary sessions, which further strengthen educational cooperation through the adoption of model laws and discussions on cross-border education, reflect TURKPA's strategic approach to creating a cohesive educational framework across the Turkic world. These meetings address immediate educational needs and lay the groundwork for long-term academic and cultural integration. At the Twelfth Plenary Session of TURKPA, held in April 2023, several model laws were adopted to address key issues in education and other areas.[footnoteRef:36] The Model Law on Cross-border Higher Education aims to streamline the process and regulations for cross-border higher education within Turkic-speaking countries. It focuses on the recognition of academic degrees and qualifications, which is essential for students and professionals moving between these countries. It focuses on recognition of academic credentials and qualifications, which is also essential for students and professionals who move between these countries. Model Law on Protection of Reproductive Health is indirectly related to education but this law also plays a role in the broader social context, which impacts educational outreach and programs related to health education.[footnoteRef:37]  [35:  Online Seminar among Representatives of TURKPA Member Countries // KYRGYZ-TURKISH MANAS UNIVERSITY. 16.02.2024. URL: https://www.manas.edu.kg/en/news/4936]  [36:  ANKARA DECLARATION. PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF TURKIC STATES. 28.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/plen%2012%20en.pdf]  [37:  Twelfth Plenary Session of TURKPA // TURKPA. 28.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/session/136-twelfth-plenary-session-of-turkpa] 

Through various scholarship programs and academic partnerships, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic States and its member states recognize the strategic importance of education and academic cooperation as key elements of soft power diplomacy. Member states have initiated several scholarship programs designed to facilitate educational opportunities for students from Turkic-speaking countries. These programs are aimed to promote academic integration and cultural exchange among the youth.
Türkiye Scholarships program, offered by the Government of Türkiye, is an example that targets students from Turkic-speaking countries among others. This program provides full scholarships at various levels of higher education, covering tuition, accommodation, health insurance, and travel expenses, along with a monthly stipend. The scholarships are awarded across a wide range of disciplines, emphasizing the development of academic and cultural ties.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  TÜRKİYE SCHOLARSHIPS. URL: https://www.turkiyeburslari.gov.tr/] 

Another notable initiative is the Bolashak International Scholarship, sponsored by Kazakhstan, which is open to students from across the globe, including Turkic-speaking nations. While its primary aim is to enhance the skills and knowledge of Kazakh citizens through overseas education, it also facilitates inbound academic exchanges, which promotes Kazakhstan as a center for educational excellence in the region.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  International scholarship “Bolashak”: order of participation. URL: https://egov.kz/cms/en/articles/obrazov_zarubew#:~:text=%E2%80%9CBolashak%E2%80%9D%20International%20Scholarship%20is%20a,degree%20or%20residency%20training%20while] 

TURKPA member states have established partnerships between their universities and research institutions, that focuses on areas of mutual interest, heritage studies, environmental science, energy, and regional security. These collaborations result in joint research projects, academic exchanges, and conferences that contribute to the collective knowledge base and a collaborative spirit among the Turkic-speaking academic community.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  “PROBLEMS OF EQUIVALENCE PROCESSES IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN TURKPA MEMBER COUNTRIES” // Seventh Meeting. 01.03.2019. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg%2007%20rep%20en.pdf] 

Collaboration is the manifestation of their soft power, it enhances their international profile through shared intellectual and cultural endeavors. These collaborations involve partnerships inside universities across these nations. For instance, already mentioned Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University is an intergovernmental academic cooperation. Founded jointly by Türkiye and Kyrgyzstan, the university serves as an educational bridge between the two countries and acts as a hub for broader regional collaboration. It offers programs that are deeply infused with Turkic culture, aims to foster a sense of shared identity and mutual understanding among students from Turkic-speaking countries. Similarly, the Ahmet Yesevi University, located in Kazakhstan is another institution in the Turkic academic landscape. It promotes the Turkic culture and languages, playing role in cultural exchange and educational cooperation between member states. By offering courses that explore Turkic history, language, and culture, the university contributes to a deeper, academically grounded appreciation of Turkic heritage. Agreements between universities across TURKPA member states, are being used to develope academic network which supports the educational and cultural objectives of TURKPA. The scholarship programs and academic collaborations are in the framework of the International Turkic Academy which enhances the organizational ecosystem of Turkic cooperation by serving as a central academic and cultural institution that deepens scholarly ties and cultural understanding.
Its activities strengthen the educational and cultural pillars of this ecosystem, fostering an integrated approach to regional collaboration between the member states of TURKPA. By conducting extensive research and facilitating scholarly discourse on Turkic history and culture, the academy adds a layer of intellectual engagement to the intergovernmental efforts aimed at cultural preservation and promotion, and this contributes to a sense of identity and purpose among the member states. Furthermore, the academy's role in publishing and disseminating knowledge help to standardize the academic narratives about the Turkic world, which is crucial for the projection of Turkic culture and heritage. Moreover, the International Turkic Academy's initiatives in organizing conferences and cultural exchanges amplify the soft power of the Turkic nations by showcasing their heritage and contemporary academic achievements to the world. This attracts international attention and respect which encourages academic tourism and attracts global scholars to Turkic studies, thereby expands the influence and appeal of the Turkic organizational ecosystem on a worldwide scale. 
The International Turkic Academy’s connection lies in their mutual goal to strengthen the ties between Turkic nations through various means—TURKPA via legislation and parliamentary diplomacy, and the International Turkic Academy through cultural and historical research and education. For instance, TURKPA utilizes the research and academic outputs of the International Turkic Academy to inform its legislative processes and promote policies that support cultural preservation and educational exchange. Similarly, the Academy participates in TURKPA-sponsored events to disseminate its research findings and foster discussions that enhance cooperation. Another significant initiative is The Orhun Exchange Programme, initiated by the Turkic Universities Union, stands as a testament to the member states' commitment to fostering academic mobility and collaboration. This programme, targeting students and academics across Turkic countries, to facilitate educational exchange and also serves as a medium for cultural and intellectual exchange, strengthening the Turkic identity and fostering a sense of unity among them. The programme's expansion to include departments such as Turkology alongside International Relations and Politics, reflects a broader aim. [footnoteRef:41] [41:  APPLICATIONS FOR THE ORKHUN PROCESS EXCHANGE PROGRAM ARE CONTINUING! // Organization of Turkic States. 16.06.2017. URL: https://turkicstates.org/en/haberler/applications-for-the-orkhun-process-exchange-program-are-continuing_1321] 

In addition, the impact of the organisation is amplified through the framework of the organizational ecosystem and other affiliated bodies. Taking a holistic approach to soft power, this interconnected network enhances TURKPA's impact across multiple sectors. These include economic activities, which promote trade between member countries; cultural activities, which preserve and celebrate Turkish heritage; educational activities, which promote academic exchange and joint research; and political and security activities, which align policies and enhance regional stability. TURKPA is effectively extending its soft power and promoting unity and cooperation between the Turkic nations through its various tools.

[bookmark: _Toc168005217]3.2 Economic Soft Power and Regional Integration

TURKPA's economic development efforts extend beyond regional integration and infrastructure projects to include strategies for fostering innovation and technological advancement among its member states. Promotion of digital transformation and support for the development of high-tech industries, TURKPA creates a resilient and competitive economic landscape. One of the key components of this strategy is the emphasis on digital economic partnerships and the establishment of initiatives inside this sphere. Digital Silk Way is designed to enhance telecommunications infrastructure, improve internet connectivity, and facilitate digital trade across the region. It integrates advanced technological frameworks into logistics and management systems, so member states can improve efficiency and resilience in their supply chains. The Digital Silk Way supports the physical movement of goods and enables the exchange of information and services, which integrates the member sates’ economies into the global digital marketplace. [footnoteRef:42] [42:  OTS Secretariat organized meeting on “Digital Silk Way”- Trans Caspian Fiber Optic project  // Organization of Turkic States. 11.04.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/ots-secretariat-organized-meeting-on-digital-silk-way-trans-caspian-fiber-optic-project_2881] 

In addition to digital initiatives, initiatives on education and research collaboration. Through academic exchanges and supporting joint research projects, assembly aims to build a knowledge-based economy which leverages the intellectual capital of its member states. These educational initiatives are beneficial for developing a skilled workforce related to economic growth and capable of driving innovation and sustaining long-term economic growth. The partnerships with leading universities and research institutions, TURKPA encourages the sharing of knowledge and best practices, which is beneficial for technological advancement and economic diversification. TURKPA’s recognition of the importance of cultural diplomacy in economic development creates new economic opportunities, while strengthening the social fabric of the region. Cultural diplomacy thus becomes a tool for economic growth, attracting visitors, and investors, and promoting the unique cultural assets of each member state. 
Furthermore, the development of transport and logistics infrastructure remains a cornerstone of TURKPA's economic strategy. By improving connectivity through projects, the Parliamentary Assembly enhances trade flows and reduces transit times between Asia and Europe. These infrastructure projects facilitates smoother trade and integrate the region into global supply chains, making Turkic states key transit hubs in Eurasian trade. The trade balance among the member states has demonstrated significant changes after 2021 after the pandemic, trade between Türkiye and Uzbekistan reached USD 3.4 billion, rising from USD 2.4 billion in 2019 . Similarly, trade between Turkey and Kazakhstan increased to USD 4.1 billion in 2021, up from USD 3.9 billion in 2019, with a bilateral trade target set at USD 10 billion . Trade between Türkiye and Kyrgyzstan almost doubled, reaching USD 836 million by 2021  Azerbaijan's trade with other Turkic-speaking countries also saw a notable increase in 2021. For example, Azerbaijan's exports to Türkiye and Kazakhstan grew substantially, indicating stronger economic ties within the region. Efforts to enhance trade routes and reduce barriers have been prioritized. [footnoteRef:43] [43:  TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONS AMONG THE TURKIC COUNCIL MEMBER STATES  // the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States and the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC). 2021. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/assets/pdf/yayinlar/turk-konseyi-uye-devletleri-arasindaki-ticaret-ve-yatirim-iliskileri-raporu-ekonomik-iliskilerin-derinlestirilmesine-yonelik-son-egilimler-ve-beklenti-14-tr.pdf] 

The strategic placement of transport corridors, strengthens logistical networks and enhances the economic viability of the region. The geopolitical developments in the Karabağ region and the subsequent establishment of the Zengezur Corridor are particularly beneficial for TURKPA's economic aspirations. By providing a more direct route between Türkiye and Central Asia through Azerbaijan, this corridor enhances the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of trade routes. This new link is expected to stimulate economic development by increasing trade flows and creating new business opportunities which the building of new roads are already started,it aligns with member states’ broader objectives of regional economic integration and growth. [footnoteRef:44] [44:  Rehimov R. Zengezur Koridoru'na uzanan kara ve demir yollarının inşaatı aralıksız sürüyor. 09.01.2024. URL: https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/zengezur-koridoruna-uzanan-kara-ve-demir-yollarinin-insaati-araliksiz-suruyor/3103794] 

Globalization and the formation of global supply chains present opportunities for TURKPA member states to increase their share in world trade. By enhancing transport infrastructure and reorienting trade routes to transit through TURKPA territories, member states can attract additional freight traffic and increase trade volumes which would affect GDP and GNI directly. The commitment to developing transit transport markets between Europe and Asia is the main strategy. The transit route from China to Europe through TURKPA territories offers a shorter and more cost-effective alternative to traditional maritime and air routes, it increases the region's attractiveness as a trade corridor.
 TURKPA's multifaceted approach to economic development, encompassing digital transformation, educational collaboration, cultural diplomacy, and infrastructure development, positions it as the key organization in economic affairs for the region. These initiatives strengthen their collective influence also on the global stage, fostering trade relations, promoting joint investment projects, and hosting economic forums and conferences, TURKPA creates a collaborative economic environment that enhances interdependence and collective growth. 
 The economic forums and the strategic formation of business councils which are foundational for strengthening economic integration across the Turkic region organized by the bodies of the Organizational Ecosystem. For instance, the Turkic World Business Forum, held on September 14, 2023, in Istanbul, where member states’ shows commitment to foster dialogue and cooperation among them.[footnoteRef:45] This forum provided a platform to discuss economic strategies, including the facilitation of trade and the development of digital economic partnerships and created initiatives like TURAN-SEZ Special Economic Zone which efforts to create conducive environments for trade and investment,that reflects a collective effort to enhance regional economic cooperation.[footnoteRef:46] TURANSEZ, the special economic zone being established in the Turkestan region of Kazakhstan, this zone is set to bolster economic integration and cooperation among tthe member states by creating a vibrant industrial production zone. The sectors focused within TURANSEZ include agriculture processing, mechanical engineering, and electrical equipment manufacturing, which are essential for the economic diversification and industrial development of the region. Moreover, TURANSEZ is designed to include educational and tourist clusters, which on the other hand promotes sustainable economic growth and enhancement of social and cultural exchanges among the member states. This development is an essential component in the regional economic strategy for TURKPA. The establishment of TURANSEZ is particularly important for promoting mutually beneficial trade relations among the member states, fostering an integrated market, and attracting foreign direct investment. These efforts collectively support the mission to enhance the economic prosperity and global competitiveness of the Turkic-speaking nations.[footnoteRef:47]  [45:  12th meeting of Ministers of Economy and Trade of the OTS and “Turkic World Business Forum” convened in Istanbul // Organization of Turkic States 2024. 15.09.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/12th-meeting-of-ministers-of-economy-and-trade-of-the-ots-and-turkic-world-business-forum-convened-in-istanbul_3032]  [46:  OTS Joint Working Group held discussions on finalizing “TURAN” SEZ Concept
 // Organization of Turkic States 2024. 09.02.2023. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/en/haberler/ots-joint-working-group-held-discussions-on-finalizing-turan-sez-concept_2801]  [47:  FEZ "TURANSEZ" will be created in the Turkestan region
 // Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 11.11.2021. URL: https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/economy/press/news/details/283450?lang=en] 

Member states also prioritizes the support of trade and investment initiatives which creates regional economic stability and growth.[footnoteRef:48] Project of Turkic Invstment Fund and Turkic Trade Houses are designed to streamline the export-import processes among the member states.[footnoteRef:49] [48:  Azerbaijan proposes creating Turkic Investment Fund, Turkic Trading House // Report News Agency. 14.09.2023. URL: https://report.az/en/business/azerbaijan-proposes-creating-turkic-investment-fund-turkic-trading-house/]  [49:  Turkic Investment Fund to Have Authorized Capital of $500 million // THE ASTANA TIMES. 30.03.2023. URL: https://astanatimes.com/2023/03/turkic-investment-fund-to-have-authorized-capital-of-500-million/] 

The Turkic Investment Fund, is a financial initiative aimed at fostering economic growth and cooperation across the Turkic-speaking nations. The fund has been capitalized at $500 million, divided into 10,000 shares, with each founding country—Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Türkiye, and Uzbekistan—contributing equally to this pool. This structured capital commitment requires each member state to make substantial initial and subsequent payments spread over several years, enhancing their shared interest in the fund's success. The primary aim of the Turkic Investment Fund is to support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) within the member countries. This support is crucial as SMEs form the backbone of many economies and are pivotal for job creation and economic diversification. The fund focuses on investing in a range of sectors including agriculture, logistics, transportation, energy efficiency, renewable energy, information and communication technologies, tourism, and infrastructure projects among others. The fund aims to generate financial returns and to promote sustainable economic development and integration. Furthermore, the Turkic Investment Fund operates under a framework that facilitates joint investments in high-tech ventures and other strategic projects that could serve larger markets beyond the region, including the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). The Turkic Trade Houses initiative, developed under the auspices of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS), is a strategic economic framework aimed at enhancing trade and investment relations among the member states. The initiative involves establishing a network of trade houses modeled on Azerbaijan's successful implementation, which serves as a reference point for the project. The primary objective of these trade houses is to streamline the export processes, thus improving the market access for goods produced within the member states. By facilitating easier and more structured trade, these houses aim to increase the economic interconnectivity and support the growth of SMEs across the region. This strategic positioning is expected to enhance the export capabilities of the member states and foster greater economic dynamism. The fund’s activities are designed to complement the broader economic policies for Turkic States, which seek to enhance economic ties, reduce barriers to trade and investment, and promote regional integration. This effort on the other hand enhances their collective influence and soft power. Through this integrated approach, member states are using economic cooperation as a cornerstone for building a stronger, more unified Turkic world.
In line with modern economic and infrastructural developments, the member states of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Turkic States aim to revive the ancient Silk Road.[footnoteRef:50]  This initiative is evident through several key projects which aimed at enhancing connectivity and facilitating trade across the Eurasian continent, reflecting a strategic effort to reestablish this historic trade route as a significant economic corridor in the 21st century. The Trans-Caspian International Transport Route (TITR), also known as the Middle Corridor, is an element in these effortsThis modern trade route, with the participation of member states, is a commitment to the reduction of transit times and the creation of efficient trade links between China and Europe. By improving land links to complement maritime routes, TITR provides a faster and more reliable option for the movement of goods, which is crucial for the economic integration of Eurasia. Furthermore, the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway exemplifies the physical infrastructure projects underpinning this revival. Connecting Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Türkiye, the railway is a cornerstone in the network of routes enhancing logistical operations along the Silk Road, it facilitates smoother and more extensive trade flows from Asia to Europe. [50:  TURKPA attended International Symposium on Turkic cooperation and Silk Road  // TURKPA. 08.11.2022. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/232-turkpa-attended-international-symposium-on-turkic-cooperation-and-silk-road] 

 Complementing these physical infrastructures is the concept of the Digital Silk Way. 
TURKPA member states are embarking on digital transformation initiatives. These are improving telecommunications and digital trade facilities. This promises greater economic resilience and connectivity by supporting the physical movement of goods and integrating advanced technological frameworks into Silk Road logistics and management systems. Taken together, through strategic infrastructure and digital innovation, these initiatives aim to revive the historical significance of the Silk Road and adapt its legacy to today's global needs. This approach positions the Silk Road as both a historic route and a dynamic element of global trade and cooperation in the modern era, and demonstrates a forward-looking perspective on regional cooperation and economic development. The recent developments in the Karabağ region and the establishment of the Zangezur Corridor have significant implications for the broader efforts by TURKPA member states to revitalize the Silk Road as a major economic corridor. The victory in Karabağ reshaped geopolitical realities in the South Caucasus and opened new avenues for regional connectivity that could potentially enhance the economic integration of the entire Turkic-speaking world. The Zangezur Corridor, envisioned as a vital transport link, is set to connect the main part of Azerbaijan with its Nakhchivan exclave and, by extension, Türkiye and the broader region.[footnoteRef:51] This corridor promises to be a critical component in the network of trade routes that TURKPA member states are revitalizing along the Silk Road. By providing a more direct route between Türkiye and the Central Asian republics through Azerbaijan, the Zangezur Corridor enhances the logistical efficiency and economic feasibility of the Silk Road revival efforts. This new corridor will facilitate faster, more cost-effective transport of goods across these regions. Moreover, the strategic placement of the Zangezur Corridor enhances the economic resilience of the Silk Road, diversifying the routes and reducing dependencies on traditional pathways that may be geopolitically sensitive or economically less viable. The Digital Silk Way initiative is directly correlated to the Silk Road initiative, it is to support the digital infrastrcture of this route which vast through Eurasia. This aligns with TURKPA’s overarching objectives of economic cooperation, as it supports the growth of member economies. Incorporating the strategic implications of the Karabağ victory and the development of the Zangezur Corridor into the Silk Road revival narrative demonstrates the dynamic and adaptive nature of TURKPA’s regional strategies. These developments represent a shift in the economic and geopolitical fabric of the region, reinforcing the historical Silk Road’s role as a conduit for trade and cultural exchange, while adapting its pathways to modern geopolitical and economic realities.[footnoteRef:52]  [51:  Turkic States Organization agenda: Focus on the Zengezur Corridor  // TURKPA. 25.04.2024. URL: https://www.turkiyenewspaper.com/world/22251]  [52:  Turkic States Organization agenda: Focus on the Zengezur Corridor  // TURKPA. 25.04.2024. URL: https://www.turkiyenewspaper.com/turkiye/15372] 

Globalization and the formation of global supply chains present opportunities for the TURKPA member states to increase their share in world trade by enhancing their transport infrastructure. The key challenge is reorienting part of the transported goods between major world markets to transit through TURKPA territories, which will remain relevant even during periods of decreased global trade. The aim is to attract additional freight traffic through increased trade volumes and by redistributing existing freight structures to benefit the members. All member states are committed to developing the transit transport market between Europe and Asia. The TURKPA member states need to ensure increased transit traffic between China and the European Union (EU) via land routes. Currently, China and the EU cover main portion of the world market in transport and logistics services. The transit route from China to Europe through the TURKPA is advantageous due to its shorter duration compared to sea routes and its cost-effectiveness compared to air transportation. The initiatives are aimed at developing international transport corridors, which for economic integration and trade liberalization. These corridors facilitate mutual commodity exchange and serve as instruments of geopolitical influence. In the context of trade and economic relations among TURKPA members, various countries have shown significant trade activities. For instance, in 2021, Azerbaijan's trade turnover with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye exhibited varying degrees of growth and decline. Kazakhstan, in particular, is making efforts to modernize and develop its transit and transport potential, emphasizing the importance of the Middle Corridor and its integration into the global trade system. Türkiye plays a role in these transport routes, through the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route and its efforts to revive the ancient Silk Road. Azerbaijan has taken steps to improve its transport infrastructure and transit potential by implementing measures such as canceling taxes and duties on foreign freight vehicles, optimizing road taxes, and digitalizing transport operations. The country has also joined international conventions and protocols to comply with standards as well as to ensure transparency and efficiency in transit transport. Kazakhstan is focused on increasing its exports and investments, with efforts to improve border capacities and modernize checkpoints. The country has made investments in its oil export routes and seaports, further enhancing its transit capabilities. Kyrgyzstan is developing its transport infrastructure through regional cooperation and the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway. These projects are expected to increase transit potential and create unified transport networks in the region. Overall, the TURKPA member countries recognize the need to improve their transport frameworks to stimulate trade and economic integration, with a focus on promoting research, development, and legislative frameworks to enhance their economic and transit potential.[footnoteRef:53] [53:  INTEGRATION OF THE TRADE AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF THE TURKPA MEMBER COUNTRIES: THE FUTURE TRANSPORT CARCASS IN THE NEW REALITY. COMMISSION ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION. TURKPA. 20.04.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/eco%2010%20rep%20en.pdf] 

These initiatives boost economic development and solidify the unity and influence of the Turkic states on the global stage. Through strategic economic cooperation, TURKPA uses economic soft power to advance its goals and strengthen its members' positions in the international community.

[bookmark: _Toc168005218]3.3 Observer Status of TURKPA in International Organizations and its International Cooperation from the Perspective of Soft Power

The observer status of TURKPA in various international organizations particularly enhances its soft power. This status facilitates a range of activities that bolster TURKPA's influence and visibility on the global stage. The observer status enables it to engage in diplomatic activities across a broader array of international platforms. Parliamentary Assembly participates in the meetings and activities of organizations of PABSEC, CICA, and PUIC.
TURKPA is able to cultivate goodwill and mutual understanding with a diverse set of countries and international bodies. This engagement helps to build strong relationships and alliances, which are essential for advancing strategic goals and promoting regional stability. The ability to participate in these forums allows TURKPA to represent and advocate for the interests of its member states, and helps to ensure that their specific concerns are taken into account in global discussions on economic, political, and social issues. Moreover, TURKPA’s observer status facilitates cultural exchange and cooperation. With participation in international organizations, TURKPA can engage in cultural diplomacy, promoting the cultural heritage of Turkic-speaking nations. Initiatives such as joint cultural events, educational exchanges, and collaborative projects strengthen cultural ties and foster a sense of shared identity and solidarity among member states beyond the member states particularly in the Muslim countries and the Black Sea Region. 
In addition to cultural diplomacy, TURKPA’s observer status provides access to valuable knowledge and best practices from other international organizations. This knowledge sharing is valuable for capacity building within TURKPA and its member states. By learning from the successes and challenges faced by other countries and organizations, TURKPA may implement more effective policies and initiatives domestically, in order to enhance its reputation as a competent and forward-thinking organization. This process of continuous learning and improvement benefits TURKPA’s member states. Another significant aspect of TURKPA’s observer status is its influence on global governance. Although observer status does not confer full voting rights, it allows TURKPA to contribute to debates, provide input, and influence outcomes through its participation. This role enhances TURKPA’s visibility and credibility on the international stage, and promotes the values and principles of its member states and helps to ensure their perspectives are included in global decision-making processes. Furthermore, TURKPA’s active involvement in international organizations helps reinforce the regional identity and unity of Turkic-speaking nations. They present a unified stance on various issues, TURKPA underscores the solidarity among its member states. This unity is a source of strength and attractiveness, which enhance TURKPA’s ability to mobilize support and cooperation from other countries and organizations. The collective representation of TURKPA’s member states in international forums projects a powerful image of cohesion and mutual support, which is a crucial element of soft power. Overall, TURKPA’s observer status in international organizations is a strategic tool that significantly enhances its soft power. Through diplomatic engagement, cultural exchange, knowledge sharing, influence on global governance, and reinforcement of regional identity, TURKPA attracts and persuades other international actors. These efforts amplify TURKPA’s influence and contribute to the promotion of peace, stability, and cooperation. This strategic positioning allows TURKPA to advocate for issues that are paramount to the Turkic world, including cultural preservation, sustainable development, and regional security. By aligning its advocacy efforts with global agendas, TURKPA fosters partnerships with broader international communities, enhancing its diplomatic reach and impact.


[bookmark: _Toc168005219]3.4. The Strategic Use of Soft Power in the Context of the TURKPA Plenary Sessions and the Turkic Council

The declarations from the plenary sessions of TURKPA from 2011 to 2023 illustrate its strategic use of soft power through fostering regional cooperation, promoting cultural exchange, and enhancing political and economic integration among its member states. These efforts enhance TURKPA’s influence and credibility both regionally and globally.
In the 1st plenary session, the Baku Declaration emphasized the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation to deepen political, economic, and cultural ties among member states. They leveraged shared history, language, and culture, TURKPA fostered closer relations and common sense. This approach strengthens TURKPA's soft power by establishing regional solidarity and collaborative problem-solving. The declaration also highlights the role of parliaments in promoting democratic development and the rule of law, essential elements of soft power that enhance political stability and legitimacy.
The 2nd plenary session in 2011, held in Astana, reiterated the significance of inter-parliamentary cooperation to enhance political dialogue and regional security. The establishment of permanent commissions within TURKPA was highlighted as a means to develop a more effective decision-making process, that contributed to a higher level of cooperation among member states. This institutional development is also essential to build cohesive and resilient regional organization.
During the 3rd plenary session in Bishkek in 2012, the Bishkek Declaration emphasized the importance of political dialogue, regional security, and economic cooperation. Promotion of principles such as sovereignty, territorial integrity, and non-interference in internal affairs, TURKPA aimed to reinforce political stability and legitimacy among its member states. This commitment to democratic values and good governance enhances TURKPA’s attractiveness and credibility on the region.
The 4th plenary session in Ankara in 2013, through the Ankara Declaration, which stressed the importance of democratic values, rule of law, and market economy. TURKPA’s support for initiatives promoting unity of history, culture, and language among Turkic-speaking countries demonstrates its role in cultural diplomacy, which leveraged its soft power by fostering a shared cultural heritage and identity.
The 5th plenary session in Baku in 2014 highlighted the need for cooperation against terrorism and emphasized the peaceful settlement of regional conflicts. By addressing security concerns and promoting peace and stability, TURKPA aims to establish its role as a stabilizing force in the region, thereby strengthening its soft power.
The 6th plenary session in Astana in 2015 focused on economic cooperation, transport infrastructure, and environmental issues. By advocating for sustainable development and regional connectivity, TURKPA promotes economic growth and integration, enhancing its influence and attractiveness to international partners.
In the 7th plenary session in Bishkek in 2017, the Ala-Archa Declaration highlighted the importance of sustainable development, cultural exchange, and the fight against terrorism. These initiatives demonstrated TURKPA’s commitment to addressing global challenges and promoting regional stability, key aspects of its soft power.
The 8th plenary session in Izmir in 2018 underscored the development of practical cooperation between member countries and the adaptation of national legislation. By fostering legislative cooperation and supporting cultural initiatives, TURKPA aims to enhance regional integration and mutual understanding as always, which strengthens its soft power.
The 9th plenary session in Baku in 2019 focused on developing a common legislative space and enhancing inter-parliamentary relations. TURKPA’s efforts to harmonize legislation and promote parliamentary diplomacy contribute to regional stability and cooperation, enhancing its soft power.
The 10th plenary session in Turkistan in 2021 emphasized the importance of legislative support for regional cooperation and the celebration of the cultural heritage of Turkic-speaking nations. By promoting cultural events and legislative alignment, TURKPA reinforces its role as a unifying force in the region, thereby strengthening its soft power.
The 11th plenary session in Cholpon-Ata in 2022 highlighted the significance of parliamentary diplomacy in maintaining peace, security, and sustainable development. By advocating for the development of model legislation and supporting efforts to address misinformation and disinformation, TURKPA enhances its role in promoting stability and cooperation among its member states.
The 12th plenary session in Ankara in 2023 continued to build on these themes, emphasizing the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation, regional security, and cultural promotion. TURKPA’s ongoing commitment to these principles underscores its role as a key player in fostering regional stability and enhancing its influence on the global stage.
The strategic use of soft power through the plenary sessions, TURKPA has yielded mixed results, reflecting both the successes achieved and the areas in which the objectives have yet to be fully realised.
TURKPA promoted cultural and educational exchanges among its member states, aimed to enhance common mind and strengthen cultural ties. TURKPA member states has improved political cooperation among member states over the years, and facilitated a unified diplomatic front in international arenas. This unity has strengthened the collective voice of Turkic-speaking countries, also increased their influence on global issues. Through TURKPA's initiatives, member states have embarked on joint economic projects and trade agreements, strentghened economic ties and promoted regional economic integration. The organisation has been a platform for discussing and implementing policies that benefit the economic growth of its members.
Despite its efforts, TURKPA has struggled to standardise policies across member states due to differing national interests and levels of economic development. This has limited the extent to which member states can fully integrate their policies on issues such as trade, environmental standards and regulatory frameworks. TURKPA has faced challenges in its role as a mediator in regional conflicts. While the organisation has made progress in diplomatic engagement, it has not always been able to effectively resolve disputes between member states or within the wider region. While TURKPA's use of soft power has resulted in cultural, political and economic benefits for its member states, challenges remain in the areas of policy standardisation and conflict resolution. Addressing these areas will be crucial for TURKPA to fully realise its potential as a unifying and influential body in the region.
The Turkic Council
The Organization of Turkic States (OTS), originally known as the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States, was established with the signing of the Nakhchivan Agreement on October 3, 2009, in Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan. This agreement laid the foundation for a multilateral cooperation framework among Turkic-speaking countries, aimed at enhancing political, economic, cultural, and social ties based on their shared historical and cultural heritage.
The founding members of the OTS include Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye. The organization's inception was driven by the common goal of fostering closer relations and solidarity among the Turkic-speaking nations, leveraging their linguistic and cultural commonalities to address regional and global challenges collectively.
Uzbekistan joined the organization in 2019, which showed expansion of the OTS. Uzbekistan's membership further strengthened the organization's capacity and influence, bringing in a country with a rich cultural heritage and strategic importance in Central Asia. The inclusion of Uzbekistan also underscored the organization's growing appeal and its commitment to uniting Turkic-speaking countries under a common framework of cooperation.
The OTS held its first summit in Almaty, Kazakhstan, in 2011, setting the stage for subsequent high-level meetings that have since addressed a broad range of issues. These summits have provided a platform for member states to discuss and coordinate their positions on matters of mutual interest, including economic development, security cooperation, cultural exchange, and regional connectivity.
Over the years, the OTS has expanded its scope and membership. Hungary was granted observer status, Türkmenistan and TRNC was also accepted as observer reflecting the organization's growing influence and appeal beyond the immediate Turkic-speaking world. The OTS has also engaged with other international organizations and regional platforms to enhance its effectiveness and outreach.
Significant milestones in the history of the OTS include the adoption of strategic visions such as the "Turkic World Vision 2040" and the "Turkic Council Strategy 2020-2025," which outline long-term goals and priorities for cooperation among member states. These strategic documents emphasize areas such as economic integration, infrastructure development, cultural preservation, and disaster management.
In 2021, the OTS held an informal summit in Turkistan, Kazakhstan, where the city was declared the spiritual capital of the Turkic world, highlighting the cultural and historical significance of the region. The summit also proposed changing the organization's name to better reflect its expanded role and aspirations, leading to the adoption of the name "Organization of Turkic States."
Throughout its history, the OTS has demonstrated a commitment to enhance solidarity and cooperation among Turkic-speaking countries. It has become a  platform for dialogue and coordination, and addressed contemporary challenges and promoted the shared interests of its member states on the regional and global stage. To understand this symbiotic relationship between OTS and TURKPA we need to look at the  declarations span several years and encapsulate the evolving priorities and achievements of the member states.
In 2015, the Fifth Summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, reaffirmed the members' adherence to the principles of the Nakhchivan Agreement. The leaders emphasized their commitment to strengthening political and economic security and deepening cooperation in various fields, including media, economy, transport, and foreign policy. Key outcomes included agreements to enhance media cooperation, develop a joint investment fund, support tourism initiatives, and improve transport links through projects like the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route.
By 2018, at the Sixth Summit in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan, the focus shifted to youth and national sports. The leaders praised the World Nomad Games as a significant cultural initiative and supported further cooperation in youth programs and sports events. Economic cooperation remained a priority, with efforts to improve trade, investment, and ICT infrastructure. The declaration also highlighted the importance of transport projects like the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway and encouraged closer customs cooperation.
In 2020, the Extraordinary Summit in Baku, Azerbaijan, held via videoconference due to the COVID-19 pandemic, underscored the need for solidarity and cooperation in addressing the pandemic's challenges. The leaders emphasized the importance of international cooperation, particularly through the UN, and committed to enhancing the Turkic Council's role in managing the pandemic's impact on member states. They highlighted the significance of maintaining trade and economic relations and leveraging digital technologies during the crisis.
The 2021 Turkistan Declaration, from an informal summit, focused on the spiritual and cultural significance of Turkistan. The leaders celebrated the 30th anniversary of the independence of several Turkic states and recognized Turkistan as a spiritual capital. The declaration supported initiatives to change the Turkic Council's name and further develop strategic visions for 2020-2025 and 2040. It also emphasized economic cooperation, particularly in transport, energy, and infrastructure, and supported Azerbaijan's post-conflict reconstruction efforts.
The Ankara Declaration of 2023, from the second extraordinary summit, addressed disaster management and humanitarian assistance, following devastating earthquakes in Türkiye. The leaders expressed solidarity with Türkiye, commended the swift response of member states, and emphasized the need for coordinated disaster response efforts. They also highlighted the importance of green technologies and smart cities, reaffirmed their commitment to the Turkic World Vision 2040, and supported the establishment of the Turkic Investment Fund to boost economic cooperation.
“The relationship between the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) and the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA) is one of mutual support and collaborative enhancement of the Turkic integration process. Both organizations play complementary roles in fostering cooperation among Turkic-speaking nations, with TURKPA focusing on legislative and parliamentary collaboration and the OTS providing a platform for high-level discussions and decision-making among the heads of state.
The declarations of the OTS consistently acknowledge and commend the activities of TURKPA. For instance, the Tenth Summit of the OTS in 2023 recognized TURKPA’s role in furthering inter-parliamentary cooperation and praised its efforts in observing elections and referenda within member states, promoting political participation, and ensuring good governance. “TURKPA's activities in developing model legislation are also encouraged, highlighting its role in the legislative process across member states.”[footnoteRef:54] [54:  10th Summit. Sənədlər // Türk Mədəniyyəti və İrsi Fondu. URL: https://itchf.org/senedler?page=1] 

A specific example of alignment between TURKPA's model law and an OTS decision can be seen in the area of election observation. TURKPA has developed standards and principles for joint election observation, which aligns with the OTS's commitment to support these activities to ensure fair and transparent elections within member states.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  7th Summit. Sənədlər // Türk Mədəniyyəti və İrsi Fondu. URL: https://itchf.org/senedler?page=1] 

The OTS, often described as a discussion board, serves as a platform where leaders engage in discussion sessions to address common challenges and explore collaborative opportunities. This platform allows for a dynamic exchange of ideas and fosters an environment where strategic decisions can be made to enhance regional cooperation. The decisions taken during OTS summits are typically broad and visionary, providing a framework within which specific actions can be developed and implemented by bodies like TURKPA and other affiliated organizations.
The cooperation between the OTS and TURKPA demonstrates the partnership that contributes positively to the political, economic and cultural unity of Turkic-speaking nations. However, there remain areas where cooperation could be strengthened to achieve more comprehensive results. OTS and TURKPA share a common vision of promoting cooperation and integration among Turkic-speaking countries. This alignment has a faciliation that has coordinated efforts in various fields, from economic projects to cultural initiatives. The Turkic Council's focus on executive action and TURKPA's legislative initiatives complement each other well. The OTS provides a high-level forum for strategic discussions, while TURKPA translates these discussions into actionable legislative frameworks, it ensures that the decisions made at the summits are effectively implemented across member states. This synergy has enabled the effective implementation of policies and projects, and drew on the strengths of both institutions. Joint initiatives have promoted Turkish cultural identity and heritage. 

[bookmark: _Toc168005220]3.5. TURKPA’s influence on Regional Peace and Mediation

TURKPA has been at the forefront of promoting regional security and cooperation through diplomatic channels. It works closely with member states and partners to develop strategies that enhance regional security architecture, combat terrorism, and promote peaceful conflict resolution, reflecting its commitment to creating a stable and secure environment for economic and social development. 
TURKPA's plenary declarations showed focus on regional peace and security initiatives, which are critical components of its soft power strategy. These initiatives are increasing TURKPA's influence to foster a sense of unity and common purpose among its member states. 
The 1st Plenary Session, as outlined in the Baku Declaration, emphasized the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation in promoting regional and global security among member states. It underlined parliaments' role in developing close and multifaceted cooperation based on common history, language and culture. It stressed the need to uphold the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability of frontiers and non-interference in internal affairs as fundamental elements of political and economic security.
The Astana Declaration reaffirmed the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation in enhancing political dialogue and regional security. It emphasized the need to promote democratic values, the rule of law and human rights among member states. This session also underlined the importance of combating terrorism, extremism, transnational organized crime and trafficking in human beings, which further reinforces TURKPA's commitment to regional peace.
The Third Plenary Session in Bishkek included these themes, they emphasised the peaceful resolution of conflicts such as the Karabağ conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. The session underlined the importance of resolving this conflict on the basis of sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders in order to achieve lasting stability and regional cooperation. This shows TURKPA's role in promoting peaceful solutions to conflicts for regional security.
During the 4th Plenary Session in Ankara, the Ankara Declaration continued to emphasise the importance of regional security and stability on the issue of Karabağ. It reaffirmed the need for inter-parliamentary dialogue to promote mutual understanding and compromise among different cultures and religions, and reaffirmed the principles of democracy, human rights and the rule of law. This session also condemned terrorism in all its forms and emphasised the importance of cooperation among Member States to combat terrorism, separatism and extremism.
The Fifth Plenary Session in Baku was focused on cooperation against terrorism and the peaceful settlement of regional conflicts. This session stressed that collective efforts are needed to address security challenges to promote peace and stability. As a further contribution to regional stability, the importance of international cooperation on environmental protection and energy security was also highlighted at this session.
At the 6th plenary session in Astana, the focus was again on counter-terrorism, promotion of intercultural dialogue and support for humanitarian initiatives. The session highlighted the importance of interfaith dialogue and cooperation in addressing global challenges.
The 7th Plenary Session in Bishkek, the Ala-Archa Declaration, reaffirmed the importance of sustainable development, cultural exchange and the fight against terrorism. It demonstrates TURKPA's commitment once again addressing global challenges and regional security by emphasising the role of parliamentary diplomacy in promoting peace and stability.
The 8th Plenary Session in Izmir emphasised the development of practical cooperation between member countries and the harmonisation of national legislation. Through the promotion of legislative co-operation and the support of cultural initiatives, TURKPA fosters regional integration and mutual understanding, strengthening its soft power.
The 9th Plenary Session in Baku focused on the development of a common legislative space and the strengthening of inter-parliamentary relations, where TURKPA contributes to regional stability and cooperation and leverages its soft power through the efforts to harmonise legislation and promote parliamentary diplomacy.
TURKPA's 10th plenary session emphasised legislative support for regional cooperation and the celebration of cultural heritage. By promoting cultural events and legislative harmonisation, TURKPA strengthens its role as a unifying force in the region, thereby enhancing its soft power.
The 11th Plenary Session in Cholpon-Ata highlighted the importance of parliamentary diplomacy in maintaining peace, security and sustainable development. It emphasised developing model legislation, supporting efforts to counter misinformation and the importance of Election Observation Missions.  These initiatives contribute to regional stability and increase TURKPA's influence.
The 12th Plenary Session in Ankara continued to build on these themes. It emphasised the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation, regional security and cultural promotion. It underlined TURKPA's commitment to the promotion of democratic governance, the fight against terrorism and the management of global challenges through co-operation and mutual support.
These plenary sessions highlighting numerous regional peace and security initiatives that exemplify the organization’s strategic use of soft power.
One of the primary initiatives is the emphasis on inter-parliamentary cooperation. Regular meetings and dialogues between the parliaments of member states allow for the discussion and resolution of regional security issues. The promotion of the peaceful settlement of conflicts is advocated by TURKPA for peaceful resolutions to regional disputes, organization supports conflict resolution based on principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and non-interference in internal affairs, reinforcing stability and cooperation in the region. TURKPA also emphasizes the rule of law, and human rights among member states. The promotion of intercultural and interreligious dialogue is another key initiative. TURKPA organizes programs to foster dialogue between different cultures and religions, which aims to promote mutual understanding and prevent conflicts. These efforts include conferences, workshops, and cultural exchanges that bridge differences and build a culture of peace.
The agenda of economic and environmental security, parliamentary assembly encourages cooperation on sustainable development, energy security, and environmental protection. Joint projects and legislative harmonization are promoted to collectively address these challenges, thereby enhancing regional stability and resilience.[footnoteRef:56] In its role as a mediator in regional conflicts, TURKPA exemplifies the power of diplomacy and dialogue over coercion. This commitment to peaceful resolution of disputes contributes to regional stability and enhances the international image of the Turkic world as a zone of peace and cooperation. By prioritizing soft power in conflict resolution, TURKPA reinforces the notion that dialogue and mutual understanding are key to addressing complex international challenges.  [56:  Eighth Meeting of the TURKPA Commission on Environment, Natural Resources and Health Protection // TURKPA. 06.03.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/187-turkpa-sent-power-generators-of-different-capacities-as-aid-to-the-earthquake-affected-regions-in-turkiye] 

Humanitarian initiatives are also a significant part of TURKPA’s agenda. The organization supports humanitarian efforts, including disaster response and crisis management. By promoting regional cooperation to provide timely and effective assistance during crises, TURKPA enhances regional solidarity and resilience.[footnoteRef:57] [57:  TURKPA sent power generators of different capacities as aid to the earthquake affected regions in Türkiye // TURKPA. 08.02.2023. URL: https://turkpa.org/news/187-turkpa-sent-power-generators-of-different-capacities-as-aid-to-the-earthquake-affected-regions-in-turkiye] 

The development of model legislation to address common security challenges is another topic that TURKPA covers for regional peace. Parliamentary assembly facilitates the creation and sharing of best practices in areas such as cybersecurity, counter-terrorism, and emergency preparedness, ensuring member states are better equipped to handle these issues.[footnoteRef:58] [58:  “Combatting Cyber Crime, the Development of the Legal Framework and Cooperation Among Member Countries“.COMMISSION ON LEGAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS VTH MEETING. 2016. URL: https://turkpa.org/files/leg%2005%20rec%20en.pdf] 

Democracy missions conducted by TURKPA are crucial for ensuring transparency, fairness, and adherence to democratic standards within the region. The organization supports the development of legal frameworks and public awareness campaigns to counter these threats, ensuring a more informed and stable populace.
Through these initiatives, TURKPA fosters sense of unity and shared purpose among its member states. TURKPA’s approach to conflict resolution within the Turkic world emphasizes the use of soft power — promoting dialogue, understanding, and diplomacy as key tools for achieving peace and stability.
Mediation and Peacebuilding Efforts
The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States (TURKPA) engages in various mediation and peacebuilding efforts to enhance regional stability and promote peaceful resolutions to conflicts. These initiatives are critical components of TURKPA’s soft power strategy, leveraging diplomacy and cooperation to foster a stable and cohesive Turkic-speaking region.
One notable example is TURKPA's emphasis on inter-parliamentary cooperation, which is instrumental in promoting dialogue and understanding among member states. This cooperative framework provides a platform for discussing and addressing regional security issues, fostering mutual trust, and collaborative decision-making.
Additionally, TURKPA actively supports the peaceful settlement of conflicts, such as the gathering of parliamentarians, government representatives, and experts in Tashkent on September 11-12, 2018, to discuss Afghanistan's engagement in Central Asian cooperation frameworks through preventive diplomacy is a significant milestone in regional peacebuilding efforts. This event, organized by the United Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia (UNRCCA), highlighted the importance of parliamentary diplomacy in conflict prevention and resolution. The discussions included the critical role of parliamentarians in fostering peace and stability, particularly through regional cooperation and the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. The emphasis on the involvement of female parliamentarians in mediation and negotiation is particularly noteworthy, as it underscores the growing recognition of gender inclusivity in peacebuilding processes. Afghan representatives underscored the necessity of inter-parliamentary dialogue to address shared security and stability challenges. This perspective is crucial, as it emphasizes the interconnectedness of regional security issues and the need for collaborative approaches to resolve them. TURKPA Deputy Secretary General’s participation and moderation of a session on regional parliamentary cooperation and preventive diplomacy further reinforced TURKPA's role in promoting political dialogue among Turkic countries. His remarks on TURKPA's mission to support political dialogue and implement initiatives for regional and global security highlight the organization's commitment to using parliamentary diplomacy as a tool for peacebuilding. Scientifically, this event serves as an exemplary case of how inter-parliamentary dialogue and cooperation can contribute to peacebuilding and conflict prevention. By bringing together diverse stakeholders, the event facilitated the exchange of best practices and experiences, which are essential for developing effective peacebuilding strategies. It also demonstrated the potential of regional organizations like TURKPA to create flexible and result-oriented platforms for dialogue, ultimately contributes to more sustainable and comprehensive peace efforts. The Tashkent seminar underscores the importance of preventive diplomacy and the active involvement of parliamentarians in peacebuilding. It illustrates how regional cooperation and dialogue can address security challenges, making it a valuable model for similar initiatives worldwide. [footnoteRef:59] [59:  TURKPA participated in UNRCCA Seminar // TURKPA. 12.09.2018. URL: https://turkpa.org/kz/news/601-turkpa-participated-in-unrcca-seminar] 

In line with its mediation efforts, TURKPA collaborates with other international organizations to enhance its peacebuilding capacity. For instance, TURKPA participates in initiatives similar to those of Türkiye, which has become a hub for diplomatic mediation. In 2022, Türkiye played a pivotal role in mediating talks between Russia and Ukraine, hosting high-level meetings and promoting initiatives like the Black Sea grain corridor and prisoner swaps, showcasing effective diplomatic engagement to resolve international conflicts.
Moreover, TURKPA’s approach to combating terrorism, extremism, and transnational organized crime underscores its commitment to regional security. By coordinating security measures and sharing intelligence, TURKPA helps its member states address these common threats collaboratively.
These mediation and peacebuilding efforts align with broader initiatives supported by the United Nations and similar frameworks emphasize the importance of professional mediation efforts to achieve sustainable peace. TURKPA’s engagement in such activities demonstrates its commitment to global peacebuilding standards and practices.
TURKPA’s diplomatic initiatives and international outreach strategies showcase its active role in shaping the Turkic world that is integrally connected to the broader international community. Through these mission, TURKPA ensures that the voices of Turkic-speaking countries are heard in global forums and actively contributed to the shaping of international policies. Its commitment to fostering bilateral and multilateral relations strengthens the ties among member states and with other countries, promoting a collaborative approach to addressing global challenges. Moreover, TURKPA’s emphasis on soft power and cultural diplomacy in conflict resolution underscores its dedication to peace, stability, and the prosperity of the Turkic-speaking world. Despite its achievements, Parliamentary Assembly faces challenges, including geopolitical tensions and varying levels of economic development among its member states, which can impede deeper integration. Addressing these challenges requires the effort to leverage more diplomacy, promotion of dialogue, and understandment to foster a cohesive Turkic identity that transcends borders.
Initiatives in the field of Economics are restricted due to trade barriers, several trade barriers affect trade among TURKPA member states. One significant obstacle is tariffs, which remain a challenge despite historically low rates for many products. Specific products still face high tariffs; for example, Türkiye has imposed high tariffs on meat and meat preparations, dairy products, and sugars. Similarly, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan have high tariffs on certain imports from Türkiye. Non-tariff barriers also play a crucial role. These include sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, pre-shipment inspections, and quantity control measures. Among these, sanitary and phytosanitary measures are particularly prevalent, with Azerbaijan showing a significant prevalence of these measures compared to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Türkiye. Technical barriers to trade are also significant, with Kazakhstan having the highest share, followed by Kyrgyzstan. In addition to these, trade costs and customs procedures present further challenges. High trade costs are observed between certain member states, such as Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan, where bilateral trade costs are notably high. These costs arise from transportation inefficiencies, regulatory differences, and logistical challenges. Customs procedures also pose difficulties, with delays and administrative burdens impacting trade efficiency. To facilitate trade, efforts are needed to streamline customs processes, reduce non-tariff barriers, and harmonize regulations. Improving trade facilitation measures, such as adopting single-window systems and enhancing transportation infrastructure, can significantly lower trade costs and improve the overall trade environment among TURKPA member states. Formalities and documentation requirements, such as customs declarations, import/export permits, and certificates of origin, add to the complexity and cost of trade. For example, completing border compliance for exporting products in Kazakhstan takes an average of 105 hours compared to 2 hours for importing. This disparity highlights the need for efficient and simplified procedures to reduce time and costs.  Turkic Council (2021). Trade and Investment Relations Among the Turkic Council Member States: Recent Trends and Prospects for Deepening Economic Relations, the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States, Istanbul. [footnoteRef:60] Looking forward, TURKPA's potential on the international stage appears promising. With strategic initiatives aimed at expanding its influence, such as engaging more actively with global organizations and promoting the Turkic world's cultural and economic assets, TURKPA is poised to improve its power. The continued expansion of its membership and the deepening of its diplomatic engagements will undoubtedly contribute to the organization's evolving role as a beacon of cooperation and unity among Turkic-speaking nations. [60:  TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONS AMONG THE TURKIC COUNCIL MEMBER STATES  // the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States and the Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC). 2021. URL: https://www.turkicstates.org/assets/pdf/yayinlar/turk-konseyi-uye-devletleri-arasindaki-ticaret-ve-yatirim-iliskileri-raporu-ekonomik-iliskilerin-derinlestirilmesine-yonelik-son-egilimler-ve-beklenti-14-tr.pdf] 

Strategic Recommendations for TURKPA To further strengthen TURKPA's initiatives and enhance its role in fostering regional integration and cooperation among Turkic-speaking nations may be;
These recommendations address various aspects, including legal, economic, educational, and institutional frameworks, to ensure a cohesive and prosperous Turkic union. 
Creating a mutual justie system for Turkic-speaking nations would provide a unified legal framework for resolving disputes and ensuring the implementation of TURKPA’s decisions. This court would enhance legal cooperation and consistency across member states, reinforcing the rule of law and judicial integrity within the region. 
Each member state could establish dedicated ministries or governmental bodies responsible for implementing TURKPA’s decisions at the national level. These ministries would coordinate with TURKPA to ensure that policies and initiatives are effectively executed, fostering greater alignment and coherence in regional governance, eventually creating a one standard for all member states’ ministeries in the fields of Healthcare, Education etc. 
Developing a common payment system or even a unified currency would significantly boost economic integration among Turkic-speaking nations. This initiative would facilitate smoother trade and investment flows, reduce transaction costs, and enhance financial stability across the region. A common currency could also symbolize economic unity and strengthen the collective economic power of TURKPA member states. 
The so far unsuccessful Alphabet Commission, which aimed to harmonize the alphabets of Turkic-speaking nations, should be politically accepted. A renewed effort with a clear strategy and strong political support could promote linguistic unity and cultural cohesion. Standardizing alphabets would increase communication, educational exchanges, and the preservation of cultural heritage, even though academically research is made and ready to be implemented, governmental level of adoption this common alphabet for whole Turkic states is taking time more than it is suppose to, we can look at the example of Turkic Alphabet reform made in 1928 which took only 3 months to be adopted totally.
 Uzbekstan is the member state of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) but not TURKPA, which restricts further unity. Efforts should be made to harmonize memberships and encourage all Turkic-speaking nations to join TURKPA including Türkmenistan. This would enhance the organization’s representativeness and foster a more inclusive and united Turkic community
Creating a true common market dependent on mutual economic cooperation would make member states stronger and more resilient. This initiative would bypass income disparities by promoting economic interdependence and shared growth. By facilitating the free movement of goods, services, capital, and labor, a common market would enhance economic stability and prosperity. 
Establishing a common fund specifically related to development with contributions from each member state provides financial resources for regional development projects, but funds needs to be increase in order to support such big area’s infrastructure, education, healthcare, and other critical areas, ensuring equitable development and reducing economic disparities. A clear limit and contribution framework would ensure fairness and sustainability. 
Creating an institution similar to Türkiye's Higher Education Council to standardize universities across member states would be crucial for educational initiatives. This body would ensure consistent quality and standards and common acceptance requirements for educational institutes in higher education, facilitating student exchanges, mutual recognition of degrees, and collaborative research projects. Standardized education systems would enhance human capital development and foster an interconnected academic community. 
Establishing a mutual court and dedicated ministries within Turkic States would create legal and administrative coordination among member states. TURKPA could lead the effort by drafting a framework agreement and facilitating negotiations. These bodies would ensure that regional policies are legally binding and uniformly implemented. Developing a common payment system or currency involves significant economic planning and coordination. A feasibility study should be conducted to assess the benefits and challenges. If viable, a phased implementation approach could be adopted, starting with a regional payment system and potentially evolving into a unified currency. 
Revitalizing the Alphabet Commission would involve renewed improved diplomatic efforts which already has enough scholarly collaboration. Addressing membership discrepancies requires diplomatic engagement to highlight the benefits of full participation in both TURKPA and OTS, fostering a more cohesive union.
Creating a common market necessitates comprehensive economic policies and regulatory alignment. Member states should work towards harmonizing trade policies, tariffs, and standards. Regular economic summits could facilitate ongoing dialogue and coordination. 
Establishing a common fund requires clear financial guidelines and commitment from member states. For educational standardization, a central body should be established to develop and monitor quality assurance mechanisms, curriculum standards, and accreditation processes. 
To facilitate closer integration and ease of movement, TURKPA member states should work towards discarding all visa barriers and implementing a common, easier residence permit system. Given the cultural similarities among Turkic-speaking people, removing visa restrictions would not pose significant integration challenges. This initiative would promote greater mobility, enhance economic and cultural exchange, and strengthen the sense of a unified Turkic identity.
TURKPA strengthens bonds among its member states while advocating for their collective interests globally. TURKPA’s approach embodies a multifaceted strategy aimed at weaving the rich tapestry of Turkic heritage into the fabric of global diplomacy and cooperation. TURKPA’s cultural diplomacy initiatives extend beyond mere celebration of Turkic heritage; they strategically position the Turkic world within the global cultural dialogue. By partnering with international cultural festivals, TURKPA introduces Turkic art, music, and literature to a worldwide audience, thus fostering greater international appreciation and understanding. This approach elevates the profile of Turkic culture globally and opens avenues for cultural exchange that transcend geopolitical boundaries. These initiatives preserve and promote cultural heritage and strengthen diplomatic and social ties among member states. These efforts shows the role of TURKPA and the Organizational ecosystem of Turkic States in creating collaborative environment where the parliamentary diplomacy and soft power initiatives of Turkic-speaking nations can thrive. The role of TURKSOY in promoting Turkic culture and values globally, including the organization of cultural festivals and events, showcases the collective effort to utilize cultural heritage as a means of soft power, enhancing the global profile of the Turkic-speaking countries. By actively promoting and facilitating these initiatives, the organizations ensure the preservation of shared heritage and create platforms for ongoing dialogue and cooperation. This commitment to cultural exchange creates a common mind, which reinforces regional unity, and contributes to the global appreciation of Turkic cultures. In doing so, TURKPA and the bodies of organizational ecosystem pave the way for a future where cultural bonds continue to flourish, bridging past traditions with contemporary expressions and solidifying a collective identity that is both diverse and unified. TURKPA has significantly contributed to enhancing the visibility and understanding of the Turkic world, promoting peace, and facilitating economic integration among its member states. TURKPA’s focus on economic cooperation and integration among its member states is a testament to the recognition that economic interdependence fosters regional prosperity and geopolitical stability. By creating a unified economic space, TURKPA aims to enhance the collective bargaining power of Turkic-speaking countries in global trade negotiations and economic forums. This economic unity allows the Turkic world to assert its interests more effectively on the international stage, enhancing its influence in shaping global economic policies. 
Post pandemic period after 2021 has marked a significant increase in trade volumes and economic cooperation among the Turkic Council member states, driven by strategic initiatives and agreements aimed at deepening economic integration.
The strategic vision for enhancing the trade and economic potential of the TURKPA region, emphasizing the importance of improving transport infrastructure and connectivity. The envisioned future transport framework seeks to leverage geographical advantages, facilitating international trade and economic integration. Recommendations include legal and infrastructural support for the transport and transit sector, and the creation of favorable conditions for carriers and businesses within the TURKPA region to thrive in the new geopolitical and economic realities. The TURKPA member states focused on legislative harmonization, infrastructure development, and the promotion of digital and green economies, member states demonstrate their commitment to addressing the challenges of the post-pandemic world, fostering sustainable development, and enhancing regional integration. The alignment of these efforts with global sustainability goals is important for collaborative action and shared vision in navigating the complexities of contemporary global issues. 
TURKPA’s observer status in key global organizations and its active participation in international forums have elevated the profile of Turkic-speaking countries, and advocated for their interests and perspectives on the global stage. This strategic engagement has allowed TURKPA to contribute to the shaping of international policies and foster collaborations that align with the values and objectives of its member states. The scholarship programs and academic collaborations that TURKPA champions are pivotal in creating a global network of young leaders, scholars, and professionals with a deep understanding of Turkic culture and values. These individuals will become ambassadors of Turkic heritage in their respective fields, contributing to a global discourse that is  inclusive and reflective of Turkic perspectives. Furthermore, TURKPA’s emphasis on educational exchanges extends to research collaborations that tackle global challenges, positioning the Turkic world as a contributor to international knowledge and solutions.

[bookmark: _Toc168005221]Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc168005222]SWOT Analysis for TURKPA’s Soft Power initiatives

In our research, we decided to use a SWOT analysis. This is a strategic planning tool used to identify and assess the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats associated with a project, organization, or initiative. In our case, it is crucial for evaluating TURKPA's soft power initiatives as it provides a comprehensive structure for understanding and improving its strategic positioning.
Strengths:
The effectiveness of the Turkic Council (TURKPA) is rooted in the strong cultural and historical ties that bind its member states and foster a sense of unity and shared identity. This shared cultural heritage is exemplified by the celebration of Nevruz, the Persian New Year, which is observed by several member states, highlighting the deep-rooted cultural ties among them. In addition, TURKPA effectively uses cultural diplomacy as a form of soft power to increase its influence and foster good relations among member states and with the international community. For example, the World Nomad Games, which celebrate traditional sports and culture, attract international participants and media attention, thereby enhancing the soft power of TURKPA member states.
In addition to its cultural diplomacy efforts, TURKPA promotes cooperation in education and heritage preservation, strengthening academic and cultural ties among its member states. Initiatives such as the Orkhon Exchange Program facilitate student and academic exchanges, promoting educational cooperation among member states. Significant economic cooperation and infrastructure development projects are also underway, promoting regional integration. The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, for example, improves connectivity between member states and facilitates smoother trade routes.
TURKPA's observer status in various international organizations, including the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC), enables it to influence global discussions and policies. In addition, TURKPA members actively participate in global forums and conferences, thereby increasing their international visibility and influence. In particular, TURKPA's participation in UNESCO and United Nations General Assembly events promotes Turkish culture and diplomacy on the world stage.
Ultimately, TURKPA's commitment to democratic principles and good governance helps build credibility and trust both within and outside the region. Election observation missions conducted by TURKPA in member states ensure fair and transparent electoral processes, reinforcing democratic governance. By promoting democratic values and good governance, TURKPA reinforces its legitimacy and effectiveness as a regional organization.
Weaknesses:
The Turkic Council (TURKPA) faces a variety of challenges that hinder its effectiveness in promoting regional cooperation and cultural exchange among its member states. One of the main challenges is its struggle to engage younger demographics that are more influenced by global rather than regional cultures. Cultural initiatives may not appeal to youth, who are more attracted to contemporary global cultural trends than to traditional Turkish heritage. This disconnect between TURKPA's cultural initiatives and the interests of younger generations is a significant obstacle to promoting regional identity and cooperation.
Another challenge facing TURKPA is the economic disparities among its member states. The different economic conditions and external pressures faced by member states can hinder cohesive economic cooperation. Economic disparities between wealthier countries, such as Kazakhstan, and less affluent countries, such as Kyrgyzstan, can lead to uneven development and cooperation challenges. These economic disparities can create tensions and undermine efforts at regional integration.
In addition, TURKPA's initiatives are often hampered by limited funding and resources for research and cultural projects. Financial constraints limit the scope and impact of TURKPA's initiatives, and projects such as the restoration of cultural sites can be delayed or scaled back due to insufficient funding. This lack of resources may hamper TURKPA's ability to promote cultural exchange and cooperation among its member states.
Geopolitical challenges and regional conflicts also pose a significant obstacle to TURKPA's efforts. Geopolitical tensions and conflicts within or around member states can disrupt cooperation and progress. Conflicts, such as the Karabağ dispute between Armenia and Azerbaijan, can strain regional unity and cooperation efforts that made for Zengezur corridor highlighting the need for TURKPA to address these challenges and promote regional stability.
Lastly, the slow adoption of standardized linguistic and cultural practices across member states hinders seamless communication and cultural exchange. The initiative for a common Turkic alphabet, for example, faces resistance and slow implementation, affecting linguistic cohesion. This lack of standardization can create barriers to cultural exchange and cooperation among TURKPA's member states.
Opportunities:
The Turkic Council (TURKPA) has numerous opportunities to enhance regional cooperation and cultural exchange among its member states. One such opportunity is the expansion of digital and technological initiatives, such as the Digital Silk Way project, which aims to improve telecommunications infrastructure, facilitating digital trade and connectivity across member states. This initiative has the potential to enhance connectivity and economic integration among TURKPA member states.
Another opportunity for TURKPA is to increase collaboration with international academic institutions. Partnerships with universities outside the Turkic region can lead to joint research projects and academic exchanges, boosting educational standards and fostering cultural exchange. This collaboration can facilitate the exchange of ideas, expertise, and best practices, promoting mutual understanding and cooperation.
Cultural events, such as the World Nomad Games, can be powerful tools for increasing international visibility and fostering cultural diplomacy. The Games attract global attention and participation, showcasing Turkic culture and strengthening international ties. These events have the potential to promote cross-cultural understanding and cooperation, while also promoting tourism and economic development in the region.
Improving transport and logistics infrastructure is another area of opportunity for TURKPA. The development of the Zangezur Corridor, will provide a direct route between Europe and China, boosting trade and economic activity. This infrastructure development has the potential to enhance regional trade and economic integration, promoting economic growth and development among member states.
Promoting Turkic cultural heritage through UNESCO nominations is another opportunity for TURKPA. Nominating cultural sites for UNESCO recognition can increase global awareness and preservation efforts. Sites like the Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape in Azerbaijan and the Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi in Kazakhstan gain international recognition and tourism, promoting cultural exchange and understanding.
Lastly, expanding trade and economic integration initiatives, such as TURAN-SEZ and the Turkic Investment Fund, can drive regional growth and integration. The TURAN-SEZ (Special Economic Zone) in Kazakhstan and the Turkic Investment Fund support trade, investment, and economic cooperation among member states, promoting economic development and integration in the region. By capitalizing on these opportunities, TURKPA can promote regional cooperation, cultural exchange, and economic development among its member states.
Threats:
The Turkic Council (TURKPA) faces a range of challenges that can impact its initiatives and cooperation among member states. One of the primary challenges is geopolitical instability and conflicts in the region. Ongoing tensions in the South Caucasus or Central Asia can hinder collaborative projects and regional stability, undermining TURKPA's efforts to promote cooperation and integration.
Global economic downturns can also negatively impact trade and investment, affecting member states' economies. During global recessions, demand for exports can decline, and foreign direct investment in the region can be limited, leading to economic stagnation and instability.
Furthermore, the global spread of a homogenized culture can dilute the unique cultural identities of TURKPA member states. As younger generations adopt global cultural trends, traditional Turkic customs and languages may be lost, leading to cultural homogenization.
In addition, the increased reliance on digital infrastructure exposes member states to cybersecurity risks. Cyber-attacks on digital networks and critical infrastructure can disrupt economic activities and communication, posing a significant threat to regional stability and cooperation.
Lastly, environmental challenges and sustainability issues can impact regional development and cooperation. Issues like desertification, water scarcity, and pollution pose long-term threats to sustainable development and regional stability, highlighting the need for TURKPA to address these challenges and promote sustainable development in the region.
In conclusion, TURKPA faces a range of challenges that can impact its initiatives and cooperation among member states. Addressing these challenges will require a concerted effort to promote regional stability, economic cooperation, and cultural preservation, while also addressing global and environmental challenges.
To sum up, the SWOT analysis of TURKPA highlights its strengths in cultural diplomacy, educational cooperation, and economic integration. Key initiatives like the World Nomad Games and the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project demonstrate its effective use of soft power and commitment to regional connectivity. However, TURKPA faces challenges such as engaging younger audiences, economic disparities among member states, and geopolitical tensions.
Opportunities for TURKPA include expanding digital initiatives, collaborating with international academic institutions, and promoting Turkic cultural heritage through UNESCO. Nevertheless, threats like geopolitical instability, global economic downturns, and cybersecurity risks must be addressed.
Overall, by leveraging its strengths and opportunities while mitigating its weaknesses and threats, TURKPA can continue to enhance regional cooperation, cultural exchange, and economic development among its member states. The Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking Countries (TURKPA) serves as a pivotal platform for fostering cooperation among Turkic-speaking nations. Since its inception, TURKPA has made significant progress in promoting cultural, economic, and political integration among its member states. Despite its achievements, TURKPA faces several challenges that must be addressed to fully realize its potential. This comprehensive SWOT analysis examines the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats faced by TURKPA and provides strategic recommendations for improvement.
TURKPA offers a formal and structured platform for parliamentary dialogue and cooperation among Turkic-speaking countries, aligning legislative practices and fostering mutual understanding. This platform enables representatives from diverse political backgrounds to engage in discussions that lead to shared solutions and coordinated policies. The structured dialogue is crucial for building a cohesive regional identity and addressing common challenges through collective efforts.
Furthermore, TURKPA plays a significant role in promoting democratic governance by facilitating the exchange of best practices among member states. This exchange supports political stability and enhances democratic development. Through workshops, seminars, and parliamentary forums, TURKPA fosters a culture of transparency and accountability, which are essential for democratic governance. Promoting democratic values creates a stable political environment conducive to regional cooperation.
One of TURKPA's primary objectives is the harmonization of legislation among member states. This harmonization facilitates smoother cooperation and integration in various sectors, including trade, education, and cultural exchange. By aligning laws and regulations, TURKPA reduces bureaucratic hurdles and enhances the ease of doing business across borders, fostering a more integrated and economically vibrant region.
TURKPA’s commitment to regular meetings and forums ensures continuous engagement and collaboration on pressing regional issues. These gatherings provide opportunities for member states to discuss shared concerns, develop joint strategies, and review progress. Regular interaction strengthens bonds between member states, promoting unity and collective responsibility.
Cultural diplomacy is another area where TURKPA excels. Initiatives in cultural preservation and promotion enhance a shared sense of identity and heritage among Turkic-speaking nations. Cultural diplomacy activities, such as festivals, exhibitions, and educational exchange programs, highlight the rich heritage of the Turkic world. Showcasing cultural similarities and historical connections builds stronger cultural ties and mutual respect among members.
Despite these strengths, TURKPA faces several challenges. The varying political systems and levels of democratic development among its member states pose significant challenges. These differences can hinder consensus-building and the implementation of unified policies. Disparities in political maturity and governance styles can lead to friction and slow decision-making processes, affecting TURKPA’s overall effectiveness.
Additionally, TURKPA's influence on global political dynamics remains limited compared to larger international parliamentary bodies. This limitation is due to its regional focus and the relatively small economic and political clout of its member states. Consequently, TURKPA may struggle to impact major international issues and attract global attention and support for its initiatives.
Financial and logistical challenges significantly hinder TURKPA. Limited resources restrict the organization’s ability to execute large-scale projects, expand initiatives, or respond promptly to emerging issues. These constraints hamper TURKPA's ability to implement programs effectively and support its members meaningfully. Ensuring effective coordination and communication among member states is also challenging due to differences in political priorities, administrative structures, and economic development levels. These challenges can slow down policy implementation and dilute the impact of TURKPA's initiatives.
TURKPA also falls short in engaging with civil society organizations. Effective soft power strategies require robust involvement from non-governmental actors, including academic institutions, think tanks, and civil society groups. Limited interaction with these entities reduces TURKPA’s capacity to implement comprehensive cultural and educational exchanges essential for building soft power.
Another critical weakness is TURKPA's lack of a clear and cohesive communication strategy. Its initiatives and achievements are often underreported, limiting visibility and impact. A more proactive approach to public relations and media engagement is necessary to highlight TURKPA’s successes and build a positive image both regionally and globally.
Despite these challenges, TURKPA has several opportunities for growth and improvement. There is substantial potential for TURKPA to expand its membership to include other Turkic-speaking countries or observer states, enhancing its influence and scope of activities. Welcoming new members increases representativeness and broadens the base of support for initiatives. Expansion can also bring fresh perspectives and resources, strengthening the organization.
Strengthening ties with other regional and international parliamentary organizations offers significant opportunities for TURKPA. Collaboration with these bodies can provide additional resources, expertise, and visibility. Partnering with well-established international organizations can amplify TURKPA's voice and influence globally, advocate more effectively for member states, and access best practices and technical assistance.
Leveraging digital technologies presents a substantial opportunity for TURKPA to enhance operational efficiency and engagement. Digital platforms can facilitate virtual meetings, online forums, and collaborative initiatives, reducing costs and overcoming geographical barriers. Embracing digital diplomacy can help TURKPA reach wider audiences, particularly the youth, and promote its initiatives more effectively.
Addressing emerging regional and global issues, such as climate change, cybersecurity, and public health, can significantly raise TURKPA's profile and relevance. Aligning initiatives with critical global concerns positions TURKPA as a proactive and forward-looking organization. This focus can also attract international support and collaboration, enhancing TURKPA's capacity to address these challenges effectively.
Developing a common payment system or currency, along with harmonizing trade policies, can substantially boost economic cooperation among member states. Economic integration initiatives facilitate smoother trade and investment flows, reduce transaction costs, and enhance financial stability across the region. These efforts symbolize economic unity and strengthen collective economic power.
However, several threats could undermine TURKPA’s efforts. Regional geopolitical tensions and conflicts can undermine TURKPA’s efforts to promote cooperation and stability among its member states. Such tensions can lead to polarization and disrupt collaborative initiatives. Economic instability, both regionally and globally, can affect TURKPA member states' ability to participate in and contribute to the organization’s initiatives. Financial constraints may limit the scope of projects and reduce overall effectiveness.
While cultural diversity is a strength, it can also pose a threat if not managed effectively. Misunderstandings and conflicts arising from cultural and ethnic differences can hinder cooperation and unity among member states. Differences in technological advancement and digital infrastructure among member states can create barriers to effective communication and collaboration. Technological disparities may limit some members' ability to fully participate in digital initiatives.
To address these challenges and leverage opportunities, TURKPA should consider several strategic recommendations. Firstly, it should increase efforts to secure funding from diverse sources, including international grants and partnerships, to address financial constraints and support large-scale projects. Developing programs to engage with civil society organizations, academic institutions, and think tanks can enhance soft power and implement comprehensive cultural and educational exchanges.
Implementing a clear communication strategy can improve visibility and effectively publicize TURKPA’s initiatives and achievements. Investing in digital infrastructure and training can overcome technological disparities and facilitate seamless communication and collaboration among member states. Enhancing mechanisms for building consensus among member states with diverse political systems ensures effective policy implementation and reduces friction.
Actively seeking to expand membership and strengthen partnerships with other regional and international organizations can increase influence and resource availability. Prioritizing initiatives that address critical emerging issues such as climate change, cybersecurity, and public health can increase relevance and attract international support.
By implementing these strategic recommendations, TURKPA can enhance its effectiveness, increase its influence, and better achieve its goals of fostering cooperation among Turkic-speaking nations. 
The strategic use of soft power by TURKPA has undoubtedly enriched the cultural, social, and political landscape of the Turkic-speaking world, fostering a shared sense of identity and purpose. As it navigates the challenges ahead, TURKPA’s continued innovation and adaptation in its soft power strategy will be pivotal in realizing its vision for a more integrated, prosperous, and influential Turkic world on the global stage. The journey ahead is filled with both challenges and opportunities, but with a steadfast commitment to its values and objectives, TURKPA is well-positioned to harness the full potential of its soft power activities for the benefit of its member states and beyond.
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