
SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR’S REFERENCE
	Program:
	Master in Urban Management and Development

	Student:
	Perekatova Arina Aleksandrovna

	Title of thesis:
	Digitalization of spheres of urban life: inequality in districts of Saint-Petersburg



	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	This research is devoted to very interesting and complicated problem – the territorial differences in utilization of urban digital services by the population of St.Petersburg, which is especially valuable in conditions of smart city development. Disparities between districts of St.Petersburg have not been investigated before, so far the goal set by the author was rather new and ambitious.  


	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	All parts of thesis are tightly and logically connected. The author starts with the literature review where presents major conceptual basics and definitions of digitalization and digital divide and digital inequality. Much attention in the literature review is paid to the defining and classification of the factors, which contribute to digital divide. are crucial for first mover success and its long-term leadership. Special part of the literature review is devoted to the analysis of the current federal and regional legislation and policies towards digital transformation of urban life.  
The second chapter contains the comprehensive overview of digital infrastructure in St.Petersburg.  

The empirical part is based on deep analysis of primary and secondary data, obtained by the author from the public survey. The master thesis ends with practical recommendations for overcoming digital divide. 

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	Objectives set by the author are relevant to the title and the aim of the research. During the research process the author proved the ability to search, choose and analyse relevant modern scientific and practical literature on the topic. The author has proved highly developed competences in descriptive analysis and regression analysis of survey.

	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	It is worth emphasizing the difficulty of access to statistics on digital inequality as far as the district’s differences are concerned. Therefore, the author has made a huge work on gathering secondary data and on comparing this data with the results of the survey. The representation and the analysis of found data are logically and clear structured; the statistical data is purely illustrated with numerous of graphs and charts. 


	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	The topic of the thesis as well as research method was suggested by the master student and can be considered as being innovative. The research methods are relevant and appropriate for set research goal and objectives.
  

	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The discussion of research results and recommendations, provided by the author have been well structured around main weaknesses areas and supported by the identification of the government level responsible for the proposed policies.  

	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defense

	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism.

	The thesis text is original and does not contain elements of plagiarism.


The Master thesis of Arina Perekatova meets the requirements for master thesis of MUMD program thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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