Critique 
of the final qualifying paper of Zuna Chen ​​on

“Peculiarities of writing argumentative essays in English to prepare for the written part of the IELTS”
The topic of the qualifying paper of Zuna Chen is relevant in view of the fact that the written language was, is and will be an integral and important part of the business and academic discourse because written matter is not momentary, but is intended for multiple use, suspended in time. Therefore, the English language international examinations necessarily include the part comprised of written assignments. In contrast to the standardized tests, where answers are regarded as right and wrong, the written speech works are quite difficult to assess owing to their creative nature, which tends to receive relatively subjective assessment. Today, there are numerous systems designed to assess written works, and one of them was developed by Dr. M. Kreer and taken as the basis for the implementation of the practical part of the reviewed study.
The final qualifying paper of Zuna Chen is broadly consistent with accepted standards. In the introduction, the relevance of the topic is noted, as well as goals, objectives and methods. The first chapter presents the theoretical questions on the subject, such as the features of written language (with an excursion into the history of writing), its difference from the spoken language, as well as characteristics of the three types of essays. The second chapter includes a description of the general essay writing requirements as part of the international IELTS examination. In the third chapter of the final qualifying paper the author offers her own detailed analysis of six essays, using the rating scale developed by Dr. M. Kreer. In conclusion, the author summarizes the main points of the paper and outlines the ways of practical application of the study results. We would especially like to note a clear and logical structure with smooth and gradual transition from one part to another, providing a clear understanding of the author's actions at each stage of the research.
However, the paper contains a number of inaccurately outlined headings and some typographical errors, both in Russian and in English texts (and even in the abbreviation of the international exam), which are expected and understandable language difficulties faced by foreign students. The quality is also somewhat reduces owing to the absence of due reference to the sources. For example, the theoretical basis of this study, apparently, included the works of such renowned scientists as A.R. Luria, L.S. Vygotsky and I.A. Zimnyaya, whose names appear in brackets in the body of the paper, but were not listed by the author in the bibliography. Moreover, the author failed to explain where she had taken criteria for essay writing and to indicate the source of the lists of useful words and phrases, as well as the six analyzed written essays (probably one or more textbooks by Virginia Evans was used, which is mentioned only in the conclusion).
Consequently, we would like to raise a number of clarifying questions:

1. For what reason were the three types of essays selected? As far as we know, at the international examinations subjects can be offered other types of essays, for example, division/classification or comparison/contrast.

2. Are there any specifics of the IELTS exam essays? Do their requirements differ from the general criteria set out in Chapter I of the paper?
3. What is/are the source/s of the six analyzed essays? Were they somewhat related to the IELTS examination or written with some other criteria in mind? If they were taken from a different English language writing course book, can we talk about the unsuitability of the course book in question for IELTS essay writing preparation?
In general, we can maintain that the author adequately and explicitly developed the topic of their research paper. The final qualifying paper of Zuna Chen meets most of the requirements outlined for this type of research papers and deserves a positive mark.
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