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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	The author aims at solving the problem of fragmented approaches to energy scenario modelling used in strategic and operational management by finding out granular differences in different scenarios and aiming to create a common baseline of comparison between energy scenario models and to build a collection of deterministic variables that influence the outcome of the respective model. The objective is connected with the title of the paper. The topic is original. Research aim and objectives are aligned. 



	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	Text flow is logical, structural parts of the thesis are aligned, it contains 4 chapters, introduction and conclusion, and appendix. The methodology of the thesis is a meta-analysis.


	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	Objectives were covered, the research problem was formulated and analyzed, options for resolving the research problem were presented, certain solution was reached in the paper. Latest theoretical models were studied and offered.


	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	The data used in master thesis is of high validity and value, the choice of research tools are appropriate for the purpose of research. The list of references is relevant.



	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	The thesis is aimed at improving operational research of energy systems in the context of strategic management and filling the gap on assumptions and variables to be included in the energy scenario models. Main scientific findings include the list of 91 variables (which contributes to the body of knowledge regarding energy modelling), categorization and explanation of their structure.  In the future, this thesis could expand to a wider research by studying also the cause and effect of an overrepresentation of technical variables and comparison of energy model predictions and with underlying input variables.



	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	Using the findings of research managers can improve the precision and transparency of energy modelling by including cross-sectional and specific variables, and by cross-checking variables included in the model and accounting external effect by adding an analysis of external risks and opportunities to improve strategic decision making.

	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	The layout of paper, tables, figures and references fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis.



	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism.

	The paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism (99,77% originality as mentioned in the RUCONT report)
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