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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	Starting from the middle of the 20th century, containerization has significantly reduced the transport cost of international trade due to the high automation and the improved efficiency of handling goods between different transport modes. A sharp increase of the containerized trade volumes invoked the changes of the sea port’s terminals profiles from non-container to container. Therefore, it is an ambitious goal to make an assessment of the sea ports container terminals’ handling capacity 
The goal of the thesis and its objectives are clearly defined. The objectives are well aligned with the goal of the study and consistent with each other.

	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The structure of the text submitted complies well with research topic for the study. The alignment of the chapters’ content fully fits the logic of research. Empirical part of the thesis is based on original empirical data. Theoretical and empirical parts of the study are well done in regard to the goal of research: the size of a sample and data collected match the needs of research.                  

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	The thesis gives an evidence of the author’s ability to formulate the research problem and apply advanced methods, models and techniques of quantitative analysis to accomplish the task of assessing the operational efficiency of the container terminals. The applied approach to operationalization of the container terminal’s operation deserves high appreciation. The author introduced the infrastructure quality index to integrate different attributes of the container terminals. Combination of SFA and econometric models for evaluation of the container terminals’ technical efficiency (SFA) and identification the factors that influence it.

	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	Chosen methods, tools and procedures are well justified and reasonably fit the problems studied in the thesis. Collected primary and secondary is rather full and adequate to achieve research objectives. Chosen methods, tools and procedures are well justified and described.

	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	The study is based on the primary data. The reference list is relevant to the problem under investigation and covers the seminal and most important publications on both an assessment of the container terminals operational efficiency, approaches and models of efficiency measurement. The author demonstrates high level of analytical skills that allowed her to develop adequate models, provide clear and coherent interpretation of received results, to outline and formulate appropriate implications of yielded results.

	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The thesis presents an empirical research on measuring the handling capacity of the container terminals. The results appear to be trustworthy and may be well interpreted, they can be easily converted into practical managerial recommendations.

	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis.

	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism.

	The thesis text is original and does not contain elements of plagiarism.


The Master thesis of Provotorova Anna Alekseevna meets the requirements for master thesis of MIM program thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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