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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	The objective of Pavel’s  master thesis was practically oriented – to study the knowledge management key factors  that affect organizational performance . The topic of the thesis is interesting and relevant for many  companies. 


	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The work consists of 3 chapters. They are logically connected.  The thesis provides a broad analysis of the relevant literature, but the research methodology has gained less attention. 

 

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	The thesis deals with the problems of knowledge management and organisational performance. Both theoretical and practical outputs of the research are valuable nowadays. Proposed findings and approach can be applicable to many sectors.


	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	Pavel collected data through structured survey, which questions were based on the already existed studies in the field of KM and organizational performance. 6-point Likert scale was used.  In the diisertation different data cleaning methods were discussed and implemented. A ceiling and a floor effects were removed. After cleaning the data set the final sample consists of 201 filled questionnaires.
 

	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	Finally, the moderation analysis has shown that in companies with more developed information and communication technologies strategic management of knowledge has a bigger impact on performance. At the same time the evidence of the moderating effect in the relationships between other KM practices and performance has not been found. 


	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	These obtained results will be useful for further studies in the area of knowledge management and for managers in Russian companies.


	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	The layout is good and fulfils the main requirements.


	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism. 

	The thesis text is mainly original and does not contain many elements of plagiarism (the overall rate is 17 %).


Working towards master degree  Pavel Tsarev proved  to be  a very  professionally oriented student, with indeparndant critical thinking skills.  In general the Master thesis of  Pavel Tsarev meets the requirements for master thesis of MIM program, thus the author of the thesis can be given the required degree.
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