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1. Ouenka kadecTBa padoThbI:

Ne Kpurepuu ouenku Bbanabl oueHkKu: KomMeHTapuu K olieHKe
WL | e xowneromum) | ® OTIMUHO (5)
e xoporto (4)
® YIIOBJIETBOPUTEIHHO (3)
® HEYJIOBJIETBOPUTEIHHO
)

1. AKTyaJIbHOCTh excellent (5) The pressing relevance of studying the
npoodIeMaTHKH information confrontation over interpretation of
(AOM: OKM-13, 22; AM: OKM-8,16, the Syrian conflict in international media leaves
TIK-36; TIOM: TTK-6) . .

no doubts from both academic and practical
perspectives. The chosen research problem
constitutes immediate interest for Russia’s
foreign policy in the Middle East as well as for
assessing editorial approaches to coverage of
contemporary armed conflicts.

2. | Hayunas HOBHM3HA excellent (5) The major scholarly contribution of the
(AOM: OKM-13, 22; presented paper rests with its unorthodox
AM: OKM-8,16, IIK- conceptualization of information warfare within
36; [IOM: I1IK-6) the Syrian conflict as occurring along four major

issues — the ones of (1) the causes of war, (2)
attitude to Bashar al-Assad, (3) attitude to the
opposition, (4) international initiatives for crisis
management — and the subsequent calibration of
media tools and propaganda strategies employed
by Russian and American broadcasters to each
of these issues.

3. | KoppekTHOCTH excellent (5) The research question and research objectives
MOCTAHOBKH LEJIH, are adequately formulated and correct both
B3aHMOCBSI3AHHOCTh analytically and operationally. They specify and
1eJu U 3a1a4 structure the author’s research process.

(AOM: OKM- 9, 13, 32; AM: TIK-10,
11; [IOM: OKM-12)

! BricraBienue OLICHKHU «HCYIOBJICTBOPUTECIIbHO» II0 OAHOMY H3 KPUTCPHUECB AaBTOMATU4YCCKHW O3HA4Ya€T PECKOMCHAALHWIO OLCHKH
«HCYIOBJICTBOPUTCIILHO» 3a pa60Ty B 11esioM. B aTom ClIy4ya€ pCUCH3CHT HOIIpO6HO 000CHOBBIBacT COOCTBEHHOE MHEHHUE B Kawueﬂmapuﬂx K

oyenke U n.2. 3axnouenue/pexomendayuu ynenam I OK.



Crenennb
Pa3padboTaHHOCTH
HCTOYHHKOBOM 0a3bI H
Ka4eCTBO KPUTHKH

HCTOYHUKOB
(AOM: TIK-17; AM: OKM- 24;
TIOM: OKM-18, T1K-13)

excellent (5)

The thesis is based on extensive body of primary
sources among which carefully selected texts of
media article are of main significance. The
quantity of articles from major Russian and
American broadcasters that were processed in
this research is impressive. Other types of
primary sources, namely, official statements by
governmental officials are also instrumental in
corroborating established media frames to
official foreign policy positions adopted by
respective governments with respect to the
Syrian conflict.

ITosrHoTa M
pa3HooOpa3ue cnucKa
HMCIOJIb30BAHHOM
JINTEPATyPbI (AOM: [1K-

17; AM: OKM- 24; TIOM: OKM-

18, TIK-13)

good (4)

The academic literature on various aspects
related to the research agenda that was studied
by the author is varied and comprehensive.
However, what becomes clear from both the
literature review section in the Introduction and
a number of thesis chapters, is that the author
has mastered the literature on conceptual aspects
of the problem (elements and strategies of
information warfare, strategic communication,
etc.), but not — not to the same extent — the
literature on the Syrian conflict itself from
Political Science and Middle Eastern studies. As
a matter of recommendation, a deeper grasp of
Syrian social and political dynamics would have
allowed for a more accurate picture in terms of
the local context. This is the main critical
observation on this research which at the same
time does not in any way diminish its scientific
value.

CooTBeTCTBHE
METOA0B
HccaeI0BaHus
NOCTABJEHHOM LeJn U

3agavdyamM
(AOM: OKM-2; AM: OKM- 10, ITK-
26; IIOM: OKM-11, 14)

excellent (5)

The methodology built around the content
analysis is a right choice given the research
question and research objectives set in the
beginning. The author tries to carefully describe
her research design in the Introduction — more or
less successfully. The application of content
analysis in a semi-manual semi-automated way
may be evaluated as professional. The amount of
work put into this effort must be given a credit.

CooTBeTCTBHE
pe3yabTatoB BKP
NOCTABJIEHHOM eI U
3agagdamM

(AOM: OKM-1,7, T1K-33; AM: OKM-
17, TIK-12, 37; TIOM: OKM-14, TIK-

14, 17)

excellent (5)

Both conceptual and empirical results directly
correspond to the main research objectives.
Results are carefully structured along the 4
issues and include both comparative component
and general lessons to be learnt in terms of
variety of applicable tools of information
warfare. Graphs and charts visualizing some of
the data are instrumental in presenting the
findings.

KauvecTBoO excellent (5) Text formatting is within the main requirements
o opMIIEHHS TEKCTA associated with guidelines for master’s theses
g}gx;)‘)m'“ AM: OKM-8; TIOM: and academic writing in general.

Cpennss ouenka: | 4,9 (excellent)




2. 3axkawydenune/pexomenganun uwienam I'DK: Overall, the presented paper constitutes original,
coherent, conceptually and methodologically grounded research on a very hot and relevant problem.
Bar a certain lack of contextual literature (the one in Middle Eastern studies), it meets all the main
requirements associated with graduate qualification papers at the master’ level and deserves to be

evaluated with the highest ‘excellent’ grade, while its author deserves to be granted the master’s
degree in International Relations.

3. PexoMeHnaoBaHHAaf OLleHKA: excellent
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