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Vasily Vasilievich showed interest in studying arachnids during the summer practice of the 
second year of the bachelor's education, since then he has been working under my supervising. 

During the period of our joint work, he prepared and successfully defended the bachelor's 
degree work. After entering the magistracy of our department, the topic of studying spiders of 
specially protected natural areas of the Astrakhan region was continued. 

For all the time the student has mastered all the necessary techniques for collecting and 
determining of spiders. Possession of methods and ability to work independently, Vasily 
successfully demonstrated during the summer practice, when he collected a large and interesting 
material on their own in the Astrakhan Biosphere Reserve. All the material was processed, the 
accuracy of the material determination was checked by the scientific adviser of the work, and there 
are no doubt. In addition to the collecting in the two reserves of the Astrakhan region (Bogdinsko-
Baskunchaksky natural and Astrakhan Biosphere), during training he visited and spent his studies 
on other reserves that certainly expanded his ideas, not only about the biota of the various parts of 
our country, but also provide insight on the work of the Russian natural reserve system, which is 
also very important. 

During preparing the final work, taxonomical analysis of the araneofauna of protected areas 
of federal significance of the Astrakhan region was carried out on the basis of own and additional 
materials, data on the distribution of spiders on their territory were obtained. The results obtained 
are highly novel and of scientific interest. Based on the results of the work, Bastayev made two 
reports at conferences, extended abstracts of papers were published, an article in the journal Scopus 
was prepared for publication by the materials of the master's thesis. 

When working with the material and his analysis, Vasiliy Vasilievich showed an enviable 
diligence and interest in the work. I am quite satisfied with the results. 
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