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	Justification of the topic choice. Accuracy in defining the aim and objectives of the thesis. Justification of the topic choice; accuracy in defining the aim and tasks of the thesis; originality of the topic and the extent to which it was covered; alignment of the thesis’ topic, aim and objectives.

	Behavioral economics is a research  field that emerged at the intersection of economics and psychology and is associated with one of the fastest growing areas of fundamental and applied science. In todays global economy efficiency and accuracy in forecasting exchange rates are highly important in almost any investment decisions. Many companies in the Russian Federation have international transactions in Euro/USD that is why an accurate forecast of exchange rates gives more opportunities for the company avoiding losses associated with volatility of the exchange rates. In traditional  economy agents are always fully rational. Research question: "How departures from rational expectations shift predictability and forecast of the Russian currency market?" The goal of this work l is to analyze  the models of the Russian exchange rates market which incorporate behavioural assumptions. This topic is original and as a result it was covered to significant extent. The aim and tasks of the Thesis are defined in an accurate manner and they logically correspond to each other and to the content of the Thesis.


	Structure and logic of the text flow. Logic of research; full scope of the thesis; alignment of thesis’ structural parts, i.e. theoretical and empirical parts.

	The Thesis is logically aligned, all structural parts correspond to each other. Theoretical and practical parts are logically linked to each other.

                                                             

	Quality of analytical approach and quality of offered solution to the research objectives. Adequacy of objectives coverage; ability to formulate and convey the research problem; ability to offer options for its solution; application of the latest trends in relevant research are for the set objectives.

	All research objectives are fully covered in accordance to the formulated research problem. Offered solution is the proper one in a given situation and it is well-reasoned solution. Student managed to apply the latest trends in relevant research and this application corresponds to the research objectives.


	Quality of data gathering and description. Quality of selecting research tools and methods; data validity adequacy; adequacy of used data for chosen research tools and methods; completeness and relevance of the list of references.

	Selected tools and methods are high-quality with very good reasoning and relevance. Data validity is adequate as well as used data is adequate for the chosen research tools and methods. List of references is complete and relevant.



	Scientific aspect of the thesis. Independent scientific thinking in solving the set problem/objectives; the extent to which the student contributed to selecting and justifying the research model (conceptual  and/or quantitative), developing methodology/approach to set objectives.

	Student has managed to find research problem and to set research objectives in accordance with this problem. Student has contributed to selecting and justifying the research model to full extent and has managed to develop and apply proper methodology to set objectives.


	Practical/applied nature of research. Extent to which the theoretical background is related to the international or Russian managerial practice; development of applied recommendations; justification and interpretation of the empirical/applied results.

	The paper provides methods of modelling the Russian exchange rates with the assumption of investors irrationality.

In the decision-making process people use heuristics, which are simple intuitive rules that have been acquired empirically. While these mental simplifications help to reduce cognitive burden and find satisfactory solutions (not necessarily optimal), they lead to systematic errors and behavior that do not fall within the traditional framework the rationality of economic agents. 


	Quality of thesis layout. Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence, correct layout of tables, figures, references.

	Layout fulfils the requirements of the Regulations for master thesis preparation and defence.


	Originality of the text. All sources of match identified by the Safe Assign system follow the allowed cases, the paper does not contain any elements of plagiarism. 

	The master thesis is original and does not contain elements of plagiarism


The Master thesis of  Nikiforova Anna  meets  for master thesis of MCF program thus the author of the thesis can be awarded the required degree.
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